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We have recently taken over this beautiful old historic pub, taking

time and care to refurbish the bar, restaurant and rooms. We have

also developed new menus  -  traditional English food, old ales and

wines, which are available both in the lounge and restaurant.

This one time coaching inn earned its place in history by providing

lodgings for Charles 1st in 1645. Today everyone receives a warm

welcome fit for royalty whether you are popping in for a quick

drink, enjoying a meal in the restaurant or stopping over for a few

nights whilst you explore the Cotswolds and enjoy this beautiful

corner of the English countryside.

Your host – Lucinda Hawkings-Byass
“I have worked in hospitality for 10 years, managing a number of

pubs and restaurants throughout Gloucestershire, the South West

and London. I love being at The Kings Arms, one of the most

historic pubs in the Cotswolds, and I look forward  to welcoming

customers old and new.

Dining, working, celebrating or relaxing.
The Kings Arms Chophouse restaurant and bar offer you a warm

welcome and traditional home cooked English food. 

With original oak flooring and medieval windows, The Chophouse

combines the atmosphere of an old London Chophouse with all the

warmth and character of one of the Cotswolds oldest and most

historic Inns. Chef Jason Hyatt sources mainly local ingredients,

usually within the Cotswold borders, producing some of the finest

steaks on the bone, chops and cutlets; we offer you delicious whole

grilled fish and shellfish dishes sourced from wonderful

fishmongers, and in an area rich in pheasant , deer, partridge and

hare, who could resist our Chef’s delicious seasonal game dishes.

The Restaurant is open lunchtimes and evenings throughout

the week. 

The Kings Arms is your home from home – where a

friendly welcome always awaits you.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

MARKET SQUARE
STOW-ON-THE-WOLD GL54 1AF

T: 01451 830364
E: info@kingsarmsstow.co.uk

www.kingsarmsstow.co.uk

Welcome to The Kings Arms,
Bar, Hotel & Chop House 

in the centre of the market town of Stow-on-the-Wold.

* Curry nights:
Every second Thursday 

£10.00 for choice of curry and
pint (or glass of wine/soft

drink.)
Booking recommended

*  Pizza nights:
Alternate Monday's: 7th, 21st
march Chefs home produced

authentic pizza's with a choice
of toppings 

Takeaway available

*  Friday Fizz:
Buy two large glasses of fizz

and receive the rest of the bottle
free Bottle of bubbly and Fish
and Chip Supper for two, £35
Half Lobster Thermidor and

chips with large glass of fizz £20

Cheltenham Races

Festival Week: 

100 Years

Monday 14th: 
Preview night with Gordon

Clarkson £15pp including

curry and a pint

Chance to win £50 free bet

with Ladbrokes

(Booking recommended.)

Tuesday 15th: 
Live Music and Pig Roast

Wednesday 16th:  
Comedy Night

Thursday 17th: 
St Patricks Day Party

* Mothering Sunday
3rd April:

Treat mum to 

a delicious lunch and 

a chance to win a Pamper day

at Cowley Manor, 

Book to avoid disappointment

Easter Weekend
* 22-25 April:

Beer Festival all weekend

* Saturday 23rd:
Live Music and St Georges Celebrations

Sunday 24th:
Live Jazz Lunch and Fun for the Kids

Monday 25th:
Live Music and BBQ



From the Editor
It’s lighter in the mornings now, and so much easier to climb out of
bed! There are small birds rushing around the garden and
hedgerows, parading and showing off to each other and battling over
territory. 

Our communities have issues of their own coming up this month.
Last month the County Council opened the challenge with cuts on
libraries, this month it’s police stations. Meanwhile our district council
is asking for our opinions on planning and strategy, and wanting to
increase the part that we play in running our community assets and
services.  

The Big Society and The Localism Bill leave little doubt that it is going
to be local people who will be making the decisions on community
issues, including local planning, amenities and services, starting this
year. It may be a fluke that this is also the year for local elections
across most of England (but probably not). For too many years it has
been convenient not to pay too much attention to local elections and
it could be said that we got the results we allowed to happen..…un-
elected town councillors, willing to serve but unable to represent us
at any level, and a district council that appears to have preferred to
make its own decisions and tell us about them afterwards.  We can
change this by choosing to get involved – after all, it’s our democratic
right. 

Our communities are very special to us – much more than stunning
surroundings and beautiful buildings, good neighbours and a way of
life we love – and this year it’s time to get involved in deciding how
we are going to keep things special. We all have opinions and we
need good representatives to carry our opinions forward. So we
need to choose our representatives with care, for both our town and
parish 

Best wishes
Jenni Turner, Editor

The special photo on our Front Cover was kindly sent in by Liz Frazer. It’s
called ’Archie’s Snowdrop’. LF©02.2011 

Copydate for the April edition is 16th March 2011.
(The 16th is our copy date for every month next year)

Telephone Bourton Times on

07789 175 002
(The phone will take your messages too – leave your
name & contact number and we will return your

call.) 

email BOURTON TIMES on
editor@bourtontimes.co.uk
www.bourtontimes.co.uk

P O Box 6, Sheep Street,
Stow on the Wold, GL54 1WD
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Thank you to all our contributors, the writers and photographers who
have helped produce this edition. This month the team doing research,
sub-editing and proof reading includes Kathie McDonald, Diana Murphy
and Jan Marley – who also manages our deliveries. As always, their time
and input was invaluable. Thank you too to all our volunteer deliverers
and sources of information – without them these magazines couldn’t
function and we always appreciate their time and commitment. 

Our design team this month was Eagle Design Ltd.
0845 230 8955 / www.eagledesign.net

Extra copies of Bourton Times are generally available at The Dial House
Hotel and The Old Manse Hotel, The Moore Hospital and the Doctor’s
Surgery, Station Road Garage & the Texaco Garage on Fosse Way.
If you can help to deliver Bourton Times in your area, please
contact the Editor – your help will be much appreciated.
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Or a Tilly Ba Lou bespoke wooden heart - you choose the colour and add your choice
of beads and ribbons from our lovely selection. We will then prepare your gift,
wrapping it in tissue…ready for you to give.

Be it Narcissi from the Isles of Scilly or daffodils from Cornwall, we have some thing
to suit all budgets – including that all important ‘pocket money range’!

Treat her to a scrumptious hand-tied bouquet with luscious blooms beautifully
wrapped - as only Allium can.

Open on Mothering Sunday for local direct deliveries up to 2pm…..
…. for that extra personal touch.

Alison Maxwell
1 Oxford Street, Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0LA 

Tel: 01608 650 630
www.alliumflorist.co.uk

FOR MOTHERING SUNDAY...
…the new range of Royal Botanical Kew pots,
in lovely colours and filled with spring bulbs.
Bursting with life for you to give to that special
person on Mothers day! 

Patricia Cook 
Catering

for every occasion
01451 830450

patriciacaterer@yahoo.co.uk
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SPRING SALE At KENULF

Brighten up your home
as the buds begin to blossom

Contemporary and Period Original Paintings,
Sculpture and Antiques

500+ Quality Items with 10%-70% Discounts

Open 7 Days a Week. Comprehensive Website to View Stock.

Restoration and Framing Service Available

Our team of expert
craftsmen can restore

the value to your
damaged or

discoloured paintings
and period frames
←Before         After→

KENULF FINE ARTS LTD
Digbeth Street, Stow-on-Wold, Glos. GL54  1BN

Tel 01451 870878 Mob. 07774 107 269
E-Mail: kenulf.finearts@virgin.net

www.kenulf-fine-arts.com

L Cerqua

Giroux D’Oyly-John CasarrubiosPire

M Gibbs D Rochford W K Hudson
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From James Minter

The digital camera is one of the unsurpassed innovations of the

21st century – Okay they were around in the late 1990’s but

they’ve really come into their own in the last few years. They have

revolutionised picture-taking making it very low cost and hugely

accessible to all. This accessibility is reflected in the statistics which

estimate 80,000,000,000 digital images where taken in 2010 alone.

Now cameras range from mobile phones and pocket sized ‘point

and click’ cameras, the new range of ‘bridge’ cameras, the larger

digital SLR cameras with interchangeable lenses and the ability for

users to take complete control of the pictures taking process, to

the top end professional large format DSLR’s which can be wireless

enabled allowing for instant transmission of images from anywhere

in the world within satellite rage to anywhere else.  This range of

equipment , coupled with the extensive range of manufacturers

both original and third party, and the complete accessory industry

of must-have gizmo’s, makes choosing the right equipment a

difficult if not mind boggling task.

That’s only half the story. One huge benefit of digital photography

is the post production processing. That is - you upload your images

to your computer – no more trips to Boots – and edit, delete,

enhance to your heart’s content or to your skill level. Of course

there is not just one software tool to help you but a range, all of

whom claim to be better than the rest. These tools need to be

mastered also.

Then there is the output side of photography. Gone are the

bundles of 6” x 4” prints - now you are limited really by your

imaging and your wallet. You can print on Tee shirts, make your

own jigsaws, place mates, personalised calendars and books - and

if you really want to, project a 50 foot image on the side of

buildings.

As much as the camera technology varies, so do the reasons why,

and the abilities of users to take pictures. This given underlies the

North Cotswold Digital Camera Club (NCDCC) and the reason why I

set the club up in the first place.

Now in our 3rd year the NCDCC continues to go from strength to

strength.  With our twice monthly meetings in Condicote Village

Hall (1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month) we have an exciting

2011 programme to challenge both the novice and more

experienced digital camera user.

The club’s emphasis is on sharing experience and knowledge,

gaining proficiency in new techniques and helping members

become competent and confident camera users.  Our raison d'être

is to help members take better pictures more consistently. Taking

pictures is now very easy and is not the issue but taking pictures

which tell a story, capture a mood, inform or stand out from the

rest is more of a challenge.

Modern digital cameras of all shapes and sizes (and costs) all do a

very competent job - the way they are designed and built tends to

produce (technically) very average pictures –and although

“average” is a much higher standard than it used to be, it is still

average. Using the camera on its fully automatic setting virtually

guarantees you capture a technically acceptable image - the artistic

element of the picture is still very much down to the photographer.

This hasn’t changed with the advent of digital.  What has changed

is that now we can take multiple images in quick succession. Hence 

FUNDING BOOSTS RADIO TRAINING PLANS
Young volunteers at North Cotswold Community Radio (NCCR) are

set to benefit following the announcement of a new grant to the

station which will allow it to continue its work in broadcast

training.

The £3,283 award, to fund the costs of the station’s ongoing

training and annual Work Experience Week in May of this year, has

been made by The Windsor Family Trust which is administered

through the Gloucestershire Community Foundation. The Trust is a

new donor-led fund which aims to support youth development

work with young people up to the age of 18 years. NCCR has run its

Work Experience Week for young students for the past four years

and numerous attendees have benefitted from a wide ranging

programme of activities, designed to help them develop their

communication skills before going on to further education or a

career in the media. Media and broadcast professionals mentor

the young participants in everything from programme production

and presenting to public relations and marketing skills.

Over half of the volunteers registered with NCCR are in the 15-18

year old age bracket and the station is always on the lookout for

new recruits in this and other age groups. In recent years several

volunteers have moved into careers with the BBC, commercial

radio stations or in journalism. 

NCCR Station Manager Robb Eden said “at a time when grant

funding for projects such as ours is drying up, the Windsor Family

Trust / Gloucestershire Community Foundation have once again

come through with a major grant at a vital time. This grant will

ensure that both the on-going training effort and our planned

Work Experience Week in May will go-ahead. We are extremely

grateful". Grant Development Manager for the Windsor Family

Trust/Gloucestershire Community Foundation, Jane Jarman, said

“the Community Foundation is delighted to be working in

partnership with the Windsor Family Trust, which is keen to

support local groups such as NCCR, that offer genuine learning and

work experience opportunities for young people, especially those

encouraging young people in decision-making and leadership roles.

We hope the students benefit from their time with NCCR.”

For further information please contact Richard Price on 07798

624597 or Robb Eden on 01608 651802

probability says we have a much better chance of taking a “good”

picture then we did with 35mm film.  And what’s more they are

instantly available for review and cost nothing!

On our website (www.ncdcc.co.uk) you can see for yourself what

we get up to. Additionally you are welcome to come as a guest to

see for yourself at first hand. Annual membership is available for

£35 but we also recognise people have busy lives and many calls

on their time, so if you prefer you can attend on an occasional

basis paying just £3 on the night.

I look forward to seeing you there.

James Minter

club email address - info@ncdcc.co.uk

North Cotswolds Digital Camera Club
Helping you take better pictures more consistently
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• Gardens�designed�and�constructed�to�the

highest�standards

• Specialist�Stone�Wallers�and�Water�Engineers

• Planting�schemes

• RHS�Chelsea�and�Hampton�Court�Gold�Medals

Contact:

Rupert�Williams-Ellis,�Chris�Leach�or�Nick�Williams-Ellis

The�Old�Post�Office,�Blockley.�GL56�9BB

Telephone:�01386�700883

Email:�cotswoldlandscaping@gmail.com

www.cotswoldlandscaping.co.uk

Moreton Area Centre, High Street, Moreton in
Marsh, Gloucestershire, GL56 0AZ

Tel: 07766 142113
www.moretoninmarshchiropractic.co.uk

Qualified gardener • Specialist Pruning

Telephone: 01386 700903 • E-mail: nickplantsperson@btinternet.comCOBALT is a medical charity helping 

local people.  

Our aim is to improve the quality of life for those affected by

cancer and life-limiting conditions; 

patients, their family and friends.

As part of Cobalt’s first Legacy Campaign we are promoting

Free Will Month across Gloucestershire in April.  If you haven’t

yet made a Will or if your Will needs updating, April is an ideal

time to put that right.

Call me on 01242 535900 – option 3

to get your Free Will Pack.

All solicitors supporting Cobalt’s Free Will Month are giving

basic Will writing and update services free of charge and you

don’t have to leave a legacy to Cobalt.  But we hope you will

think of us and decide to be part of our future. Each year

legacy gifts help to make Cobalt’s local work happen.

70% of people will die without 

having made a Will - don’t be a statistic.

Zena Giles, Legacy Officer for Cobalt

Have you made a Will?
Is your Will up to date?

“IF YOU HAVE PROPERTY OR DEPENDANTS 
YOU SHOULD HAVE A WILL.”

Take advantage of
COBALT’S FREE WILL MONTH IN APRIL

to make or update your Will.
Get your Free Will Pack with a Voucher to have a basic

Will written and a full list of participating solicitors.

Contact Zena Giles Legacy Officer - Cobalt
Tel: 01242 535900 – option 3 or

Email: zena.giles@cobalthealth.co.uk
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FROM A HOSPITAL BED TO AN
EMPTY HOUSE
REST ASSURED

If you live alone or your family is out all day, being discharged
from hospital can be a difficult time. Will you help a neighbour
in this situation? – it’s just for the first two weeks - doing
simple practical tasks such as making a cup of tea, popping out
for a loaf of bread or running the hoover round.

Fair Shares: North Cotswolds Community Time Bank has been
allocated money for this project from the Dept. of Health’s
Volunteering Fund.  It will help to decrease the rate of re-
admission to hospital.  No long term commitment is necessary.

And remember as a participant of Fair Shares you can ask for
help too.  We have over 150 members living in the North
Cotswolds, each of whom has skills/talents that they enjoy
sharing, for example, dog walking, gardening, doing the odd
job around the house, and sometimes just being there for
someone, sharing a cup of tea and a chat.

People often say that in days gone by you could always call on
someone in an emergency or when you needed a helping
hand – perhaps in our increasingly hurried world we have
forgotten some of that aspect of humanity.

If you would like to get involved or find out more before
deciding, please contact Lyn O’Donnell or Joanna Goldie at Fair
Shares, North Cotswolds Community Time Bank, Moreton
Area Centre, High Street, Moreton-in-Marsh, 
GL56 0AX.  You can phone us on 
01608 812338 or e-mail at 
northcots@fairshares.org.uk.

COTSWOLD PARISH NETWORK: 

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY ACTION
Ways of using your community facilities in the best

way for your local community: 
Can parishes working in partnership 

better sustain local services?

Guiting Power Village Hall
Weds 9th March 7pm – 8.30pm
To book a place please contact:

Marilyn Cox – marilync@grcc.org.uk or 01452 528491

TV COMPANY LOOKING FOR FARMING FAMILIES TO
PARTICIPATE IN MAJOR NEW DOCUMENTARY SERIES 

Leading independent television production company Ricochet
is developing a new observational documentary series for a

major terrestrial broadcaster. 
This landmark documentary series will film long-term with a
farming family and the local community, in order to tell the

real story of farming in Britain today.  
Ricochet would like to get beyond the headlines and show

what life is really like right now for families who depend upon
farming and its connected industries.  Filming throughout the

seasons, we hope to give a true portrait of life in our
countryside and rural communities, from the view of those

whose livelihoods rely on farming. 
If you are interested in participating in this exciting new

documentary series, please contact Tan on 01273 224 800 or
email tanveer.bari@ricochet.co.uk

www.ricochet.co.uk

THE FUTURE OF OUR YOUTH CENTRES -
NETWORKING EVENT - open to everyone

The next Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum event – open to
everyone – will be on Thursday March 31 at 6pm, and will be

hosted by Fairford. 

The topic for the meeting will be the uncertain future of our
youth centres and how market towns can get involved. A panel of

experts is being invited and light refreshments provided. More
information about the event, will be sent out and are online

www.glosmtf.org.uk. 

• If you have experience of running youth services in 
your town, or are keen to find solutions, please come and share

your knowledge or frustrations!  Email   
info@glosmtf.org.uk

MORETON SCOUTS continue to expand

Age 6-8½ Beavers Mondays             5.30 - 6.45

Age 8-10½ Monday Cubs, Mondays   6.45 - 8.15 [New]

Age 8-10½ Tuesday Cubs, Tuesdays  6.30 - 8.00

Age 10½-14 Scouts,  Thursdays             7.30 - 9.30

Age 14-18 Explorer Scouts, Wednesday

(fortnightly) 8.00 - 10.00

Dave Manley

Moreton Scout Group Secretary 01608 650814

Meet at The Scout Hut, Station Road, Moreton in Marsh

2011 Vibrant Village

of the Year 
This is a chance to tell us what you love about

your village; the community in which you live.

GRCC have sent every rural parish a letter about the competition,

with a copy of the simple A4 entry form. We are looking for

communities that, irrespective of size, are making the best of

local opportunities in order to sustain or enhance the quality of

life for all their residents. The competition is open to villages

with a parish council/ parish meeting and a total population of

less than 3,500. For information/ help to complete the form,

please contact the GRCC Rural Advice Team on 01452 528491 or

email glosrcc@grcc.org.uk.

The Breathe Easy 

N.Cotswold group
Meets at Bourton Church Rooms, 

Station Road, Bourton on the Water

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month, 2-4pm. 

It is open to anyone suffering from any breathing problem, their

families, carers and friends. We aim to offer help and support in a

convivial atmosphere where you can meet and chat to other sufferers. 

Membership is free and we welcome regular supporters and new

members too.

CONTACT Anne or 01451 822102 

or Charlotte on 07854 542336
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CATS AND ARTHRITIS
By Steve Cannon, MRCVS – Chipping Norton Veterinary Practice

We associate cats with lithe, athletic movement. As kittens they

are so supple that they barely seem to have a bone in their

bodies.  But after an active life of running, jumping and climbing,

they suffer the same conditions of old age as all other animals.

The joints of the body wear with use, leading to a thinning and

wearing out of the smooth articular cartilage covering the end

of each bone in a joint.   As the cartilage erodes and roughens

the joint suffers inflammatory changes, leading to painful

osteoarthritis.  Research has shown that most elderly cats have

arthritis in one or more joints or in their spine.

Because they are so graceful even in old age, owners seldom

notice their cat moving in a stiff way.  Cats with arthritis are

typically not obviously lame, unlike many arthritic dogs.

However, there are other more subtle signs that can help you

detect arthritis in your cat.

If your cat is reluctant to jump up and down as he used to, or

hesitates before what should be an easy jump, or finds it less

easy to go up or down stairs, this could be caused by painful

joints.

Your cat may play less and become less affectionate, more

withdrawn and less tolerant around people. He may spend

more time sleeping, especially sleeping in one place for long

periods, and seem a bit stiff and creaky when he gets up.   He

might have the occasional accident as he tries to use a litter tray

with a high lip, or have difficulty going through a cat flap.

If your cat is not grooming itself as he used to, resulting in a

matted or scurfy coat, this can be caused by a lack of suppleness

that prevents him from bending his spine sufficiently to reach

the fur on his back. 

The pain of arthritis is a very common cause of these

behavioural changes, although other conditions can also cause

similar symptoms. If your older cat is displaying any of these

changes, a visit to the vet can help define the cause. If it is found

to be arthritis, there are now non-steroidal anti-inflammatory

medicines available for cats, which break the inflammatory cycle

and help them to return to a less painful, more mobile life.

Cats’ metabolisms are different to those of people and dogs and

their bodies break down some non-steroidal anti-inflammatory

medicines much more slowly. This can lead to toxicity if they are

given aspirin at normal human doses, and paracetamol and

ibuprofen can easily be fatal. These drugs can cause cats to bleed

into their stomachs causing vomiting with blood present, or to

develop liver or kidney failure, leading to death. Fortunately, the

veterinary anti-inflammatory medicines made for cats are safe

and it is important to use those veterinary anti-inflammatory

medicines rather than those made for people.

Cats often gain weight as they get older. The greater theweight

transmitted through the joints, the faster they wear leading to

arthritis, so helping your cat to lose weight at any stage of its life

will help to either prevent arthritis or reduce the symptoms if

already present. Vets have prescription diets that can help with

weight loss.

There are other things you can do to help an arthritic cat.  Cats

like high places – if your cat is having trouble jumping, perhaps

place some furniture to make it easier for him to get to a

favourite high spot by a series of small jumps.  Make sure it is

easy for him to get to his food, water and litter tray.  If he is not

grooming well, he might appreciate some gentle combing.   Food

supplements may also help; omega-3 fatty acids have a mild

anti-inflammatory effect and glucosamine is thought to help

protect joint cartilage.

To summarize:  Cats suffer arthritis far more commonly than

people realise.  The symptoms detailed above can help owners

discover whether their cat is suffering from this condition.  Vets

have safe and reliable medicines to help your arthritic cat return

to pain-free mobility.  

Barks & Purrs proudly presents quality
clothing and accessories for Dogs and Cats. 

PASSIONATE ABOUT SPOILING YOUR DOGS AND CATS?

You will enjoy a visit to our beautifully designed shop and if
there is anything particular you need we will buy it in for you.

It will be our pleasure. 

OPEN Monday to  Saturday 10h30 to 17h30, Sunday 11h00 to 16h00

Digbeth Street, Stow on the Wold
GL54 1BN

01451 830010
Online shop ˆ free UK delivery

pauline@barksandpurrs.co.uk
www.barksandpurrs.co.uk
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The price of the cottage “was £20 of Lawful Money of Gt. Britain”.

STOW PITS  
Article researched and written by Dennis Jackson

“Why should a handful of dwellings in close proximity to Camp Gardens,

a Roman site, be called The Pits?  This question still needs an answer”

wrote Dorothy Ryland in19751.

The area of Camp Gardens lies north and south of Shepherds Way on

the east side of the Town and is now covered with housing (Fig. 1). The

term Stow Pits was in use at least from 1819 to 1832 as indicated by

four conveyancing documents2 located in Gloucester Archives. One in

particular dated 7th October 1827, reads “Mortgage of Premises in

Stow Pits in the Parish of Stow on the Wold between John Mason

stonemason and Stephen Hague of Stow on the Wold”. The price of the

“cottage was £20 of Lawful Money of Gt. Britain”. 

Shadrack1 described a lime kiln in Kiln Gardens at the east end of

Chapel Street that operated from about 1869 till 1924. Limestone for

the kiln is thought to have come from either a quarry in Kiln Gardens or

one in the grounds of Ashton House. Shadrack also stated that The Pits

lay in Kiln Gardens. So it looks as though Stow Pits was a quarried area

that covered Camp Gardens and Kiln Gardens. This agrees with the

Oxford Dictionary definition of a pit as a large hole in the ground made

whilst digging for industrial material, eg. coal, chalk, lime and gravel.

The OS map of Cheltenham shows several ‘pits’ between Stow and

Andoversford. Most were produced during the extraction of slate from

Jurassic beds eg. upper and lower slate pits southeast of Snowshill as

well as on Eyford Hill.

If we accept that Stow Pits were quarries (there are a dozen old sites in

the Town), what was being extracted? It was the Chipping Norton

Limestone that caps Stow Hill; in recent times this limestone was

excavated by BT in a trench along the Fosse Way opposite the Unicorn

Hotel in 2004 and drilled during a site investigation following the

demolition of a warehouse behind the White Hart Inn in 2005. This

stone is a cream coloured, oolitic limestone that weathers greyish and

was probably used to construct many of the older buildings in Stow

such as the Unicorn. Lastly, during the construction of foundations for a

row of houses in the garden of Devon House I noticed a black Victorian?

midden presumably formed by infilling one of these pits.

In conclusion, Stow Pits appears to have been renamed Camp Gardens

and Kiln Gardens by 18853 presumably to improve the image of the

northeast part of the Town. There was never any coal mining in this

area although several boreholes between Stow and Burford discovered

Coal Measures at 300 metres below ground level that represent the

western edge of the Oxfordshire Coal Field.

References

1. STOW ON THE WOLD: Glimpses of the Past. The Stow on the Wold &

District Civic Society, Stoate & Bishop, Cheltenham 2000.

2. Gloucester Archives D 334/T39.

3. Ordnance Survey Map of Stow on the Wold 1885, Sheet XX11 SW,

scale 6 inches to 1 mile.

Quarrying and Stone Masonry
Quarrying limestone deposits in the South Cotswolds is recorded from

the 16th century, and was almost certainly carried out in the Middle

Ages.  Some quarries produced good, durable, general-purpose

building stone, and others produced large, high-quality slates which

did not have to be frost-split and could be used as dug, whether for

roofing or as plank fencing.  Numerous other sites produced less

durable building stone, flooring stone, or stone for road mending,

though quarrying never became a large-scale commercial enterprise,

partly because of the lack of easy transport.

The right to dig materials from the wastes and commons belonged to

the manors, and was sometimes leased with other property. Some

commoners dug small pits for their own needs, though those without

rights were fined for illegal digging.  Parish officers organised digging

for materials to mend the highway, and by the 17th and 18th

centuries there were several families of slaters, among them the

Farmers, who continued as masons at Filkins until around 1900.

In the later 19th century the Swinford family migrated from

Gloucestershire to work for the Farmers, and married into the family,

continuing the industry into the 20th century.  George Swinford (1887-

-1987), a master mason who at one time had 31 men under him,

began work in 1900, chopping stones.  In later life he described the

main quarries still worked in the early 20th century. Between 1929 and

1957, besides road-stones, some 190,000 slates, 11,000 cubic yards of

building stone, and 160 tons of paving stone were dug by hand; some

was sold, though most was used for local building work. 

Other quarries produced less durable stone but were easier to work,

and produced stone flooring.  Throughout that period local

landowners initiated a new wave of building projects, many over-seen

by Swinford including the building of new council houses and of the

new Village Centre at Filkins, At Kelmscott, the Morris Memorial

Cottages, the Memorial Hall, and new council houses were similarly

built using local craftsmen and materials.

After the Second World War building work declined, and though the

Swinfords trained apprentices, all of them left to earn higher wages in

nearby factories or US airbases.  In 1981, however, after John Cripps

encouraged the revival of traditional craft skills, Seymour Aitken of

Lechlade reopened Horsebottom quarries and machine-dug slates

from there were used to reroof the great court of Trinity College,

Cambridge. In the early 21st century the stonemasons D. Collett and

Sons sold garden ornaments made of Filkins stone from premises at

Cross Tree Yard.  Buildings on the Bradwell Grove estate were

reroofed using stone from the slate ground on Rectory farm.

……………….

Drawn from the VCH Oxfordshire Texts in Progress (Broadwell: Filkins)

– May 05..  

FULLER’S EARTH
Fuller’s Earth was named by William Smith, the ‘Father of English

Geology’ (who lived and worked for a while in the Manor House in

Stow) after wool textile workers or ‘fullers’ created a concoction of

water, urine, soapwort and clay to remove the dense oils from sheep’s

wool. The mineral ‘smectite’ within the Fuller’s Earth Clay has

particular qualities of absorbing oils and grease and has been more

recently used for cat litter and in garages for soaking up oil spills. The

cosmetic industry also uses it in certain soaps and cleansers.

Fuller’s Earth

Clay lining the

ponds at

Huntsman’s

Quarry
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• The new home of the

Wellington Aviation Museum

• Massive Wellington

Bomber tail section

• Brand new WWII exhibition

• Life sized armoured Indian

elephant

• Leonardo da Vinci's giant

crossbow

• Fully licensed restaurant
Coffees and teas as well as hot

and cold meals served

• Henry’s Castle indoor play

barn

• Arms & Armour Retail

Gallery coming soon 

• Art Gallery

Check online for opening times &

admission fees, etc.

Wellington Museum
We are delighted to announce that the Stratford
Armouries Museum is the new home of the Wellington
Aviation Museum which was formerly housed at Moreton-
in-Marsh, Gloucestershire.

The fascinating exhibits range from an entire Wellington
Bomber tail piece - one of only two in existence - as well
as a large collection of aircraft parts, engines, military
uniform and weaponry. What better place to house this
unique collection than on the site of the WW2 station RAF
Snitterfield.

Museum Exhibits
The galleries house a range of world-class exhibits that
will amaze the whole family, including a life-sized
armoured Indian elephant and the World’s oldest cannon.

Opening times & Admission fees are on the website at:-

www.stratfordarmouries.com

www.stratfordarmouries.com

Stratford Armouries Ltd
Gospel Oak Lane

Pathlow
Stratford on Avon

CV37 0JA

0845 496 1016
07909 525782

New
in-house antique
centre opening

soon!

Contact us for
details!

www.stratfordarmouries.com
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A Short Story by Nicholas John 

LOST FOR WORDS

The coffee was lukewarm and the biscuits were soggy. The
annex-room in the church hall was stuffy and the plastic chair
stickily offered no comfort whatsoever. Melanie wondered
for the fourteenth time that morning why she bothered to
come.

“The hearts of men that weep at the tides of history,

‘Tis the dawning of an age, in three hundred years B.C.”

She closed her eyes for a half-moment, suppressing a sigh.
The over-bearing pomposity of Marjorie’s couplets weighed
heavily on her Monday morning. It felt as if her feet were
encased in concrete. The Upper Westcombe Writing Circle
was in session.

She stole a sideways glance to where David was either asleep
or lost in silent reverie. He was wearing a red pullover
underneath a corduroy jacket and Melanie didn’t need to
peer under the table to know that his corduroy trousers
finished a fair few inches above his brown sandals. 

“What socks today?” she mused. David always wore corduroy
and sandals, always accompanied by a pair of brightly-
coloured socks. 

“As Romulus and Remus suckled the she-wolf breast,

And cities of the Empire, fallen and bereft…….”  

“That’s it," thought Melanie, “I'm going to buy a shotgun and
shoot myself in the middle of the High Street”. Or perhaps it
would be of greater service to humanity to shoot Marjorie
Welland. Then they would be spared her endless historical
poems about the Roman Empire or Napoleon or The
Renaissance. Thankfully, she’d so far resisted the temptation
to have a go at Shakespeare. There were, apparently, still
some icons beyond the pen and poetry of Upper
Westcombe’s literary standard-bearer. She forcibly dragged
herself back – Marjorie appeared to be reaching for her
climax, her heaving bosom heaving ever more alarmingly - 

“As the city burnt and people shed their tears,

The fall of Rome, after seven hundred years 

While other empires do the best they can

The Roman Empire brought the civilization of man!”

Marjorie finished triumphantly, bellowing the final lines as if
addressing the Nuremberg Rally. Lavender Pettigrew shouted
“Hurrah!” and clapped enthusiastically, the others joining in,
even Melanie, who felt that she should applaud the fact that
Marjorie had finally run out of steam. Talking of Romans,
Hadrian had probably built his wall in less time. 

“Marvellous, marvellous,” said Roland, “could be your best
yet Marjorie.”

“Oh rather, absolutely fabulous,” Lavender added. “It so
evoked the period, it brought in so much detail…..”

“It brought in so much tosh,” thought Melanie, but she didn’t
say it. Marjorie looked pleased and waggled a hand airily,
waving her audience into appreciative silence.

“Oh, thank you, thank you. I rather hoped you'd all like it. As I
was composing, I really felt it was turning into something a
little, teensy-weensy bit special. You know, I really do often
feel one has to channel one’s gifts……..”

Melanie couldn’t take any more. Every week, as Marjorie’s
current magnum opus battered its way through her sleepy
consciousness, it was followed by a lengthy explanation of
how it had been had constructed, configured and condensed. 

“More coffee?” she almost shouted. “I could do with a fix
right about now.” If she could have verbally underlined her
last word she would have.

“You did use an incorrect tense, Marjorie.” David’s voice
reached Melanie just as she reached for the kettle. Her hand
paused mid-flight.  Marjorie’s attention was drawn away from
her glowing circle of admirers. 

“Hmm?” she said, half-catching David’s words.

“Penultimate line. You moved into the present tense. Not sure
it quite works old thing.” David was idly doodling on the pad in
front of him. “Unless I misheard you of course.” He didn’t look
up.  

Marjorie had allowed a look of irritation to cross her face, but
it vanished as quickly as it had appeared.

“No, no, David,” she said, as if correcting a small child, “I’m
sure I didn’t.” She smiled at him patiently, but he didn’t meet
her gaze.

“Yes, you did.” Melanie was surprised to hear her own voice.
It carried to Marjorie over the babble of conversation and the
hissing kettle. It also plainly carried to everyone else in the
room and it was surprising how those three little words
brought the hubbub to a close. Marjorie snorted loudly,
gathering herself for a suitable riposte, but it was Roland,
leaning over her shoulder, who spoke first -

“While other empires do the best they can
We owe it all to the mighty Ro-Man!”

“Roland, please! Leave my last line alone!”  Marjorie whirled
round, the tension broken. The others laughed and Melanie
turned to make a coffee, pulling a face at an Alpha Course
poster on the wall in front of her.

“Why do I bother?” she thought. She never managed to bring
any of her own work to the writing group. It always seemed
easy for everyone else, especially Marjorie. She shovelled
extra sugar into her cup.

As she sat down and put her coffee on the table, David
glanced at her and smiled.

“It’s good to have you here,” he said quietly.
Nicholas John. 02.2011
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REVIEWS
The Magnificent Spilsbury and the case of The Brides in the

Bath by Jane Robins. PB at £8.99

Radio 4s recent ‘Book of the Week’ was The Invention of Murder

- an exploration of the public’s interest in murder, both real and

fictional, in Victorian times. Though ‘The Brides in the Bath

Murders’ were too late, by more than a decade, for that book,

they would have fitted in perfectly. However, here they have an

engrossing little paperback all to themselves. Alternate chapters

deal, in great detail, with a succession of unusual deaths

in similar circumstances. A hasty marriage, an insurance policy, a

Will, then a nice warm bath. Though the other chapters, devoted

to the trial pathologist, are interesting, it is the cold-blooded,

calculating murderer who fascinates. The case is as shocking

today as it was then and, even now, there are many unknowns.

True Soldier Gentlemen by Adrian Goldsworthy HB at £12.99

Sharpe has carved out a lot of territory for himself in Napoleonic

campaigning but Adrian Goldsworthy’s characters may perhaps

steal a little ground. They are convincing with strengths and

weaknesses in full view in this tale, which starts as the 106th

Foot prepares to leave these shores to fight Napoleon in Spain.

The author gives as much attention to their friendships, fears and

loves as he does to their training and so, when they finally enter

the carnage of an attack against the French, we really care that

they survive with body and honour intact. Despite a sub plot

which fails to be quite so believable, I found the slow build up

interesting and the final action vivid and exciting.

Delirium by Lauren Oliver HB at £12.99

Lauren Oliver gave us the unusual ‘Before I Fall’ which was

‘Groundhog Day’ reconstructed as a coming of age love story.

Here, she attempts another trick, creating her own version of

‘1984’ into which she places a young girl, Lena, as she learns

about love and freedom. The pace is slow but she pulls off this

trick, totally involving us in Lena’s life, so unlike our own, as she

meets and then falls for a boy she is not even allowed to speak

to. A Science Fiction Juliet perhaps but you’ll read to the last

page, wondering if this is another tragedy or if there’s hope for

Lena. An interesting idea, touchingly executed with a deep

understanding

of young passion.

For more reviews and news as it happens, look in on our

blog - http://www.cotswoldbookstore.blogspot.com/

Strictly in MORETON

Ballroom / Latin
The Redesdale Hall
in Moreton-in-Marsh 

Thursday 

7pm class Beginners and Improvers

classes (in separate rooms)

8-30-10-00pm Beginners class

Salsa / Latin
The Redesdale Hall
in Moreton-in-Marsh 

Thursday   8-30 – 9-30pm

New 6 week course starting
Thursday 10th March

New 10 week courses starting May 2nd
Early enrolment advised

01789 778007 
www.margaretgreenwood.co.uk

OTHER VENUES include…

ALCESTER, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

Learn to dance....

Waltz, Cha-cha, Tango Argentine, Salsa, Rumba, Foxtrot, Quickstep,

Modern Jive + MORE 
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Sunday Lunch
Served from 12 noon till 5pm.

Adults £8.95
Children £4.50
CHOICE OF MEATS

THE SWAN INN
MORETON IN MARSH  01608 650711

Cheltenham
Festival Race Week
Evening Meals Available
Throughout The Week.

Bookings Now Being
Taken for Mothers Day
and Easter Weekend

Talk to us*
about advertising
your business.

07789 175 002
Editor@stowtimes.co.uk

*STOW TIMES, MORETON
TIMES & BOURTON TIMES
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Paranormal investigation: Lower Swell
Article and photographs by Tom Webb

Dusk. The amber lights that shrouded St. Edward’s parish church coruscated in the

distance amidst the gathering dark. Meanwhile, St. Mary’s on top of the hill in

Lower Swell was much more lurid; the entrance to which was where my two

companions and I stood, reading an inscription on the gate, a dedication to George

Mustoe. 

As we ventured into the Cemetery along a tidily kept pathway, I saw the reason for

my visit twenty yards ahead, just to the left of the church’s entrance; the grave of the so-called ‘Grey Lady’. Though it was too

dark to read the engraving, I got chills just by looking at the archaic tomb, surrounded by rusted iron railing. (The slightly less

composed part of me wondered if the bars were in place as an attempt to stop her should she try to escape.) 

Abruptly a shriek of indiscriminate origin

howled behind me. Turning in fear, I

expected to see a ghostly apparition

reaching out for me. I sighed with relief

when it turned out to have simply been

a local resident singing to herself as she

left her home close to the church. (This

experience was decidedly more

disturbing than I had expected. But the

presence of a builder’s porta-loo

dumped unceremoniously against one of

the church’s walls brought me swiftly

back to reality.)

As we moved further into the graveyard,

the tale of the Grey Lady was relayed to

me in more detail by my guide. The story

goes that, when the

clock strikes twelve, a spectre is often seen to be exiting the

wooden gate at the rear of the cemetery and wandering across

the rolling fields towards Abbotswood, a country house where

Ladies Well is situated. Eye witnesses say that she stands near

the Well and, when approached, disappears into thin air. She

isn’t the only thirsty mystery in Lower Swell either, as it is said

that the Whittlestone, a remnant of a local Neolithic tomb which

is now fixed near the village hall, rolls its way down to the well

for a drink at midnight when it hears the chimes of

St. Edwards in Stow. 

It seemed to me

that St. Mary’s was

a very menacing

place for anyone

with asuperstitious

mind, and this

theory was

vindicated when

we came to a

grave,perched on

the edge ofa knoll, giving it the appearance of a wide step.

It was the grave of Thomas Marshall, a man who was said

to have had abnormally long arms, which he used to his

advantage in the afterlife when he frequently pushed

unsuspecting residents under the wheels of passing horses

and carts. (Good thing he had that extra reach then!)

I must admit, I was somewhat sceptical when it came to

ghosts. I am not particularly superstitious; I like black cats

I cut my nails on Fridays and I frequently step on cracks in the

pavement, but something about this visit had gotten my

hopes up. Although I knew that graveyards are unlikely to be

haunted, (after all, why would you hang about in the place

you were buried?) I still thought that maybe one of my senses

would pick up on a spiritual presence. But no. Unfortunately,

the only spooky thing we saw was captured on my girlfriend’s

camera. In the corner of an image, we could just make out

two bright orbs floating in mid air. These were, on closer

inspection, two national speed limit signs standing at the

entrance to the village. Bit of an anti-climax really.
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Radical new planning reforms are moving powers from Whitehall

bureaucrats and Town Hall officials to communities, enabling local

people to shape the character of their neighbourhoods.

Communities Secretary Eric Pickles and Planning Minister Greg

Clark have outlined proposals to decentralise and streamline the

planning system.  Essentially the key elements Big Society are

intended to galvanise local democracy; to help communities to

build new homes and support their plans for local development.

Neighbourhood groups to shape where they live:

Communities will be able to work together to decide what their

area should look like - where new shops, offices or homes should

go and what green spaces should be protected. Parish councils

and new neighbourhood forums of local people - rather than

town hall officials - will lead the way in shaping their community.

If local people then vote in favour of new 'Neighbourhood Plans'

in local referendums, councils will have to adopt them.

Direct democracy: This new stimulus will be one of the

greatest incentives to get people and communities to come

together to take control of planning. The new powers will also

allow communities to give planning approval to chosen sites on

local land. This will mean that urgent development can go ahead

quickly once the plan is adopted, short-circuiting lengthy planning

applications and making the system more democratic and

efficient.

Local benefits from local development: At the heart of

the new approach will be a package of powerful incentives, such

as the New Homes Bonus, that will encourage the right kind of

local development and financially reward those councils and

communities that deliver new homes and businesses to their

area. Reforms to the Community Infrastructure Levy will also see

a meaningful proportion of the levy handed over to the local

neighbourhoods where the development takes place.

Vanguards to lead the way: Ministers are calling on

communities to get involved now. The Government would like to

see about a dozen local areas come forward to act as vanguards

that will trial Neighbourhood Plans in their area. This step will

help ensure the experience of these 'Neighbourhood Vanguards'

is taken into account before the legislation comes into force.

From Greg Clark, Minister for Planning and Decentralisation:

"Most people love where they live, yet the planning system has

given them almost no say on how their neighbourhood

develops. The  Government will revolutionise the planning

process by taking power away from officials and putting it into

the hands of those who know most about their neighbourhood -

local people themselves.  This will be a huge opportunity for

communities to exercise genuine influence over what their

home town should look like in the future. It will create the

freedom and the incentives for those places that want to grow,

to do so, and to reap the benefits. It's a reason to say yes."

Civic Voice is the national charity for the civic movement in

England. We make places more attractive, enjoyable and

distinctive. We promote civic pride. Tony Burton, Director of Civic

Voice, said: “Local communities care deeply about where they

live and know it better than anyone. Neighbourhood plans will

allow civic and other community groups to set out what local

people value, what development is needed and what can change

for the better in their area. With the right support, and

safeguards to ensure the community voice cannot be ignored, a

new era of neighbourhood plans could spread rapidly and

transform the ability of people to shape their local area."

Neighbourhood planning

As well as streamlining existing processes, the Government will

introduce a new right for communities to shape their local areas

by creating neighbourhood plans, and introduce powerful new

incentives to encourage local communities to approve sustainable

development. The new neighbourhood plans will be flexible so

that communities can determine the issues /areas to cover and

the level of detail they want to go into. Importantly it will enable

communities to define specific developments/ types of

development which will have automatic planning permission

without the need to apply to the local authority. For more

complex cases they will be able to grant outline permission so

that the right to develop would be established, and only the

details would need to be approved. This provides certainty, which

is vital for investment, and gives communities confidence in the

system. Neighbourhoods can also establish general policies that

will steer decisions on traditional planning applications.

Defining neighbourhoods

Neighbourhoods will generally be based on existing parishes and

towns.  Where there are conflicts/no established boundaries

local councils will be involved in mediating and consulting to

approve appropriate boundaries, providing a stable basis for

neighbourhood planning.

Process for developing neighbourhood plans

Plans will be taken forward by Parishes (or 'Neighbourhood

Forums' in places without Parishes). The local council will have a

duty to provide support and to ensure compliance with other

legal requirements. A ‘light touch’ examination of plans by an

independent assessor will ensure compliance with legal

requirements and national policy, and alignment with

neighbouring plans and the strategic elements of the council's

plan. A referendum (with a simple majority in favour) will ensure

that the final plan has public support.

Neighbourhood plans must work inside some limits. It will not be

a means for saying no to important growth. They will still be

required to be consistent with national planning policy and to

conform to the strategic elements of local authority plans.

Safeguards will ensure neighbourhood plans do not override

these wider ranging plans. The National Planning Policy

Framework will be vital in this respect.

Adoption

The council will have a duty to adopt a legally compliant

neighbourhood plan successfully passed by a referendum, giving

real power to communities to determine if the plan is acceptable.

Information drawn from CommunitiesUK

STOW ON THE WOLD
TAXI SERVICE

6 SEATER GALAXY
      •    AIRPORTS                          •    STATIONS
      •    HOSPITALS                        •    COURIER SERVICE

LOCAL OR LONG DISTANCE

TONY KNIGHT – 07887 714047
info@stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk
www.stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk

Moving planning power from Town Hall and Whitehall to local people

The Localism Bill
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In the Editor’s Opinion
An opinion: a belief or assessment based on the information available; personal thoughts about a particular topic or question.

What does it take to get ‘involved’?

Who gets involved in local stuff, and why?

Perhaps because they’re interested in something - maybe setting up

a small club for people with a common interest to get together.

That’s how sports clubs are started, gardening clubs, am-drams and

support groups, even libraries! Following that train of thought,

perhaps there are times when people get involved because of

changes being imposed on them or their community. That line of

thinking goes that it’s better to set up a group of local people to get

the job done than leave it to outsiders or the authorities, who may

have different agendas….such as changing how things work, or

worse, closing things down. 

On Thursday 5th May 2011 we have local elections for town/parish

councils and district councillors. Since the last local election we have

had a change in government, the country’s economic climate has

plummeted, forcing dramatic and uncomfortable changes in

budgets from the top down. If we aren’t feeling the effect yet, we

are certainly not unaware of how budget cuts are affecting lives

around us. As the weeks go by it seems as if nothing is sacred, that

everything is vulnerable to change and every aspect of our daily

lives could be affected. 

So, do we turn round and find someone to take the blame for it all?

The bankers, the politicians, foreigners, the young, the old, etc?

There was a business saying around in the 80’s that when you point

a finger of blame at someone there are three fingers pointing back

at you…and three things that you can do about it – first, carry on

being imposed upon, accepting somebody else’s actions or opinions

regardless of whether they are good for you/your family, your

future etc or not; second, think about how you can influence the

result, perhaps doing things differently,  striking a better deal; or

finally, do something to change the situation yourself.  The ‘if it’s to

be, it’s up to me’ syndrome!

Now let’s add to the mix The Localism Bill, which intends to turn the

responsibility for local decisions over to local people. This is ‘The Big

Society'.  That takes some serious thinking….we have got used to

being ‘told’ what is going on and what decisions have been made by

local councils, having our complaints and ideas politely brushed off,

ignored or squashed. We have become used to someone else

making the decisions about the things that affect our communities…

.planning, libraries, parking, schools, hospitals, public toilets..…and

then grumbling about it. The Big Society is  changing all of that!  The

cynic on my shoulder tells me ‘Oh yes? I can’t see that happening!

Councils/ planners/ etc don’t work like that; they won’t give up

control.’ But the legislation for The Localism Bill is being debated

now. Big Society keeps coming up, on the radio and in the

newspapers, and occasionally in conversation.

If we are taking responsibility for shaping our own future, not just

for ourselves but for our children and grandchildren, who should be

involved? Who should ‘do things’? Is it council, residents,

businesses, ‘incomers’? The wealthy? Ratepayers?  

Who has the time? Who has the energy/experience/wisdom/

knowledge of the area/the most friends and influence/the loudest

voice? How do we decide who should have responsibility for getting

things right ‘for most of the people most of the time’?

Looking back over recent years it would seem that we either didn’t

care much about who represented us at council, or felt that it made

no difference anyway. Elections came and went, and at community

level councils co-opted people onto council who were willing to

stand and ‘serve the community’. Sometimes we attended town and

council meetings but mostly we didn’t. Most of the time we haven’t

known who was and wasn’t on council, and may have speculated

about people’s intentions – but as we hadn’t been involved in

electing them to represent us, why worry about it? Things happen

anyway.   

Does it matter now? The Localism Bill ‘hands powers down from

Whitehall bureaucrats and down from Town Hall officials to

communities so local people shape the character of the very

neighbourhood in which they live.’ The Big Society is bringing ‘bold

changes to galvanise local democracy and help build new homes

and plan new development with local support, and reward those

who want to grow and enhance their neighbourhood.’ Does it

matter now?

On page 16 this month we include an article outlining the areas that

our local councillors are going to be responsible for tackling, mostly

after local consultation and frequently working in partnership with

local groups, making decisions that will affect how our towns and

parishes work and function - from car parking to schools, police

stations and business parks. It sounds like a ‘big community’, making

plans and taking big decisions that will stretch into the future.  Is it

important who is involved?

There can only be an election if there are more candidates standing

to be councillors than there are available positions. Having an

election involves us all in choosing who we wish to represent us at

council, and in the democratic process of local government. This

year all the local town parish and district councillors are standing

down - all the positions are available.– 

• Do you want to do something positive for your community?

• Can you think, listen and act locally?

• Do you want to spend your time productively?

We won’t all want to be councillors, but many of us can offer

support on one of the committees and working groups that will be

so important to shaping town plans…and all of us can take part in

our local Big Society. 

We are looking at a new kind of local council, and this time we can

all get involved… simply by voting.

If you want to put yourself forward time is quickly running out. All

applications must be received by 4th April. 

Want to be a local councillor? Time's running out…

If you’re interested in putting yourself forward –

For district council, consider whether a local political party best

represents your views and speak to them about how to stand. 

Town and parish councils will also provide advice on standing as a

candidate for local councillor. 

Further details and contacts are online – www.direct.gov.uk

Councils have different dates from which you can apply to be a

councillor, but all applications must be received by 4 April 2011. 

Jenni Turner, Editor

"Being a councillor is really rewarding. It allows you to make a real

difference to the lives of others. It helps you to champion injustice

and eradicate inefficiencies. Councillors are involved in all aspects of

public service as well as community issues."
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LOOKING

GOOD –

And loving it!
Talk to Stow Times about advertising

your business.

07789 175 002
Editor@stowtimes.co.uk

Editor@moretontimes.co.uk
Editor@bourtontimes.co.uk

Editor@chippingnortontimes.co.uk
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The County Council is currently

reviewing its electoral boundaries. 

The independent Local Government Boundary Commission for
England (LGBCE) is conducting an electoral review of
Gloucestershire County Council, and local residents are being
invited to give their views on how the council is organised. The
review will consider changes to the number of councillors on
the council, as well as the number and boundaries of the
county’s electoral divisions. 

WHY? 18 months ago, leaders of the three largest political
parties on the County Council wrote to the Boundary
Committee for England (now the LGBCE) to request a review as
they wished to return to an arrangement whereby the whole
county was made up of single-member divisions.

At present, 10 divisions in Gloucestershire are represented 
by two councillors. The review will seek to produce single-
member divisions, ensuring that all the new divisions are of
roughly equal size in terms of numbers of voters, to make sure
everyone’s vote in County elections has equal weigh. With
elections due for the county in 2013, now is the right time to
start the review.

The review will focus on creating single member divisions
which will involve building new divisions right across the
county, not just in the current two-member divisions. That is
why the LGBCE want to hear the views of local people across
the whole county.

Throughout the review, the LGBCE will be taking into account
local community identities and will seek to ensure that the
new divisions reflect the county’s natural communities. 

The first stage of the Commission’s consultation closed on
25th October 2010. During this stage, local people were
invited to comment on how many councillors should serve
Gloucestershire in total. As a result of the consultation and on
proposals made by the political groups on the Council, the
LGBCE have recommended that the number of Councillors
should be reduced from 63 to 53. Work is now underway to
identify new Electoral Divisions, all of which will have about
9000 electors and will take account of the nature of the local
community. By June 2011 the Commission will publish draft
recommendations for new divisions across Gloucestershire.
Following further public consultation on these draft
recommendations, the Commission will publish its final plans
in late 2011. The new boundaries are then scheduled to come
into effect for the county elections in 2013. 

More information on electoral reviews and guidance on what sort of

information the Commission is looking for, should be available at

council offices and on the LGBCE website: www.lgbce.org.uk/all-

reviews/south-west/gloucestershire/gloucestershire-single-member-

ward-review 

For additional data and to view the county polling districts go to:

www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/inform/ElectoralBoundariesReview2010

At last - THE BARRIER BUSTER! 
Overcome bureaucratic obstacles 

The Communities and Local Government department has
launched a new Barrier Busting website where charities
and community groups can ask for help in overcoming
bureaucratic obstacles to their work -

barrierbusting.communities.gov.uk/ 

The website lets people setting up or running local
community projects submit queries about regulations,
such as by-laws or health and safety rules,that hinder
them in their work. A team of civil servants at the
department will be responsible for helping the groups
overcome the problems. A CLG spokeswoman said
common bureaucratic obstacles to community action also
included planning regulations and Criminal Records
Bureau checks. (She was unable to provide information
on how many civil servants would work on the scheme or
how much funding it was receiving.)

From GMTF E-Bulletin February 2011

Lottery fund targets communities

A NEW policy direction will see the Big Lottery Fund
focus on projects that support the voluntary and
community sector (VCS). It will mean that projects that
would otherwise not have been possible can go ahead
with the help of a lottery grant.
The Reaching Communities programme has two strands:
1. - funding from £10,000 to £500,000 for revenue
projects and/or smaller capital projects up to £50,000
2. - funding of between £100,000 and £500,000 for large
capital projects

Reaching Communities funds projects that help
people and communities most in need. Projects can
be new/ existing/be the core work of an organisation. 

Every project will need to:
• Respond to need – i.e: where something needs to
change to make things better for a person, or group of
people or environment.
• Involve the people who will benefit from the project in
planning and running the project 
• Achieve one or more of four outcomes: 
1. People having better chances in life, better access to
training and development to improve their life skills
2. Stronger communities, with more active citizens
working together to tackle their problems
3. Improved rural and urban environments, which
communities are better able to access and enjoy
4. Healthier and more active people and communities.

Contacts:
National  helpline for advice on 0845 410 20 30.
Email general.enquiries@biglotteryfund.org.uk
Videos of Reaching Communities projects are available
online at – www.biglotteryfund.org.uk
www2.biglotteryfund.org.uk/index/newsroom-uk/video-
gallery-uk.htmArticle from inform, County Council Research Team –

Population, Land Use & Community Profiling
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/inform

Local Democracy in Action
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Communities free to sell
local assets 
Article drawn from informayttion on RSNonline

LOCAL people will be able to take control of community-

owned assets bought with money from central government.

Decentralisation minister Greg Clark announced last month
that communities will have the freedom to sell, rent or share
council buildings, shops and business parks.

Restrictions currently preventing community and voluntary
groups from selling or changing the use of community land or
buildings will be eased, signalling an end to  "clawback rights"
that required grant funding to be repaid if local assets were
sold or their original purpose changed.

The change in the rules follows the number of buildings and
land which have been allowed to stagnate when they could be
serving the community. Community and voluntary groups
need to be given the freedom and flexibility to use their assets
in ways that best meet changing local needs.

Communities would now be free to use their assets as security
to obtain loans to sustain or expand their activities. If a
building has been too expensive or is no longer fit for purpose,
it can be sold and more appropriate premises purchased. Mr
Clark said:"Community and voluntary groups know their area
best and need a real say on how their local services, buildings
and businesses are run. I'm determined to bust every centrally
imposed barrier that holds communities back from acting in
the best interests of local people."

Ending clawback rights will put communities back in charge of
community assets and give them the freedom and flexibility to
prioritise their needs. 

The Development Trusts Association (DTA) welcomed the
decision. DTA director Steve Wyler said the association had
been campaigning for a level playing field for years.
"Clawback has meant that enterprising organisations, like our
members, have been developing community assets with one
hand tied behind their back. The removal of these restrictions
will really support them, allowing them to grow and benefit
even more local people."

The decision follows the launch of consultations on
community rights to challenge local services and buy
community assets in the Localism Bill. The consultations will
run for 12 weeks, taking views from local people, councils,
community groups, voluntary organisations and private
businesses.

Mr Clark has also called on councils to publish their spending
on the voluntary and community sector as a way of opening
up services locally.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION REGARDING THE

CLOSURE OF BOURTON POLICE STATION

Baptist Church Hall - 3rd March 7-9pm

Countryside
'priced out of business'

EXPENSIVE communication and poor transport networks

threaten to bring the rural economy to a grinding halt, say

business leaders.

Rural residents are coping with rising fuel costs, the threat of
reduced bus services, a poor rail network and slow broadband,
said the Country Land and Business Association.

Douglas Chalmers, regional director of the CLA said: "The
current spate of fuel thefts in rural areas is simply one visible
symptom of many more and deeper problems. The rural
economy is ready and willing to play its part in helping our
country trade itself out of recession, but is it able to? At the
moment it feels like the opportunities are being blocked at
every turn."

“Rural areas provided the nation with much more than quality
food and attractive views,” said Mr Chalmers.
“But the government is in danger of pricing the countryside
out of business. It is a hotbed of entrepreneurialism that, in
terms of economic output, punches above its weight, yet is
under threat of being stifled because it simply cannot afford to
compete, continue or contribute."

Mr Chalmers pointed out that there is no getting away from
the fact that roads, and the private transport they carry, are
the lifeblood of the rural economy. Not least because where
buses and trains do exist, they are infrequent and expensive,
making them unsuitable as a real alternative to running a car.
Rural dwellers also face social exclusion for the same reasons.

"An increasing number of premises remain unsold or unlet
because they cannot access fast, affordable broadband or their
location means that raw materials and products would be
expensive to move. The simple fact is that if you want to get
food on the shelves of our towns and cities, and tourists and
clients to rural businesses, the road is the only practical
alternative.

“Some rural businesses were already considering relocating,
said Mr Chalmers. "Unsuitable public transport and expensive
alternatives prevent people travelling to work, training or
education, and we cannot allow this to continue. 

“The CLA's job is to point out that the inevitable repercussions
will be felt by the whole economy, and for a very long time.
We need to address rising fuel prices, reconsider raising rail
fares above inflation, and invest in rural transport networks,
not reduce them.

"We also need the option of universal access to fast,
affordable broadband. Only then can the countryside play the
part that it is so eager to play, and help this country get back
on its feet."

Country Landowners Association (South West Office) 

Hartham Office, Hartham Park 

Corsham, Wiltshire, SN13 0RP

01249 700200 info.southwest@cla.org.uk
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BOURTON ON THE WATER
PARISH COUNCIL

NEXT MEETING
2nd March  7.30pm

at Bourton Baptist Church Hall

Prior to the meeting the Police will be
invited to report and members of the

public may submit general comments and
questions to Council during a ten minute

period.

BOURTON-ON-THE-WATER
PARISH COUNCIL
Notes on the Council Meeting for 

February 2011
Minutes of the last Council Meeting 

are displayed on the Parish Notice Board
at The Chestnuts.

Full Minutes of meetings, associated committee
meetings and correspondence 

are available the Council’s Office.
Bourton-on-the-Water Parish Council
8 VictoriaStreet, Bourton-on-the-Water, 

GL54 2BT
01451 820712

Clerk: Mrs Susan Cretney –
clerk@bourtononthewaterpc.org.uk

The future of policing in our community.

With an £18m budget reduction over the next four years, the Constabulary

has been working to identify where this money can be saved, whilst

maintaining frontline policing and increasing a visible policing presence

wherever possible. 

Cllr Rob Garnham, Chair of Gloucestershire Police Authority, said: " We have drawn up a

series of proposals regarding our future police accommodation, coupled with a vision of a

new way of providing policing that would in fact increase the visible policing presence across

Gloucestershire. We would like the public to take time to consider these proposals

carefully and put forward their suggestions for any alternatives. It is important to stress

that our suggestions are not a fait accompli – no decisions have yet been made about the

closure of any police stations. We genuinely want the public to come back to us with

comment and suggestions on how we can best provide policing in their communities,

albeit within a reduced budget.”

In a number of areas there is a possibility of providing a very accessible and visible presence

via a 'Police Point' in a local library as an alternative to the current arrangements at local

police stations. Public meetings will take place in each of the areas to discuss those

proposals: Fairford, Moreton, Newent, Tetbury, Winchcombe, Bishops Cleeve, Lydney,

Nailsworth and Stonehouse. 

It is proposed that officers in Berkeley, Brockworth, Bussage and Tutshill could provide a

local policing presence, working from the nearest large policing hub. 

In Wotton-Under-Edge, Bourton-on-the-Water, Churchdown and Whaddon – the possibility

of sharing buildings with partner agencies is also being explored.

A number of meetings will be held over the coming months to give the public the

opportunity to make suggestions and give their views. A form is also available online at

www.gloucestershire.police.uk for you to send in your views and ideas.  You can also email

suggestions to futurepolicing@gloucestershire.police.uk

All suggestions that fall within the budget and meet operational needs will be fed back to

the Police Authority to assist them in making their final decisions about how Gloucestershire

Police's buildings can be best used to provide policing services in the county in the future.

THE MEETINGS PLANNED LOCALLY ARE:

Bourton on the Water Baptist Ch. Hall 3rd March 7-9pm

Moreton in Marsh   Moreton Area Centre 8th March 7-9pm

SGT Martin Jones, Cotswold Safer Community Team

01242 24 7277/7273 E:martin.jones@gloucestershire.police.uk

inform

County Council

Research Team –

Population, Land Use

& Community Profiling

www.gloucestershire.

gov.uk/inform

ROAD CLOSURES INFORMATION Tel: 01452 425000
The information is continuously updated. Please check by phone or online www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/roadworks

A44 Bourton on Hill Road, Moreton in Marsh – 28Feb to 11 Mar – Resurfacing
B4068 Stow - Swell to L Slaughter – Resurfacing from Unicorn Junction (A429) 21-27 March

A429 Stow – Sheep Street to Evesham Road (A424)-Resurfacing – 21-23 March

Operation Sarco 
A Police Community
Engagement Day involving all the
North Cotswolds Police Safer

Community Team in a series of high profile
patrols focussed on one area for a day -
speed checks, farm patrols, foot patrols
and crime prevention advice. Local
Neighbour-hood Watch members and 
other community groups will be contacted
and events arranged on the day.

24th March – Stow

(Operation Sarco will take place in 
Moreton, Bourton, Northleach, Campden
later in the year.)

Stow on the Wold – Royal British Legion – 10th
March (2 days)

Chipping Norton Rugby Club – 1st March (4 days)

Full details on The National Blood Service
www.blood.co.uk

C.D.C Committees
MARCH
Members of the public are encouraged to attend
meetings of the Council and Committees. If you live in
the District and are on the Electoral Register you can
take part by asking up to two questions per meeting.
Information about your Councillors and committee
members are on the website www.cotswold.gov.uk

MARCH
Thu 3rd Cabinet
Mon 7th Licensing
Wed 9th Planning (Regulatory)
Thu 10th Appeals (If Required)
Thu 29th Overview & Scrutiny
Wed 30th Planning (Regulatory)

Meetings generally start at 10am. 
Planning meetings held at Moreton Office start
at 9.30am. 

Questions must be received by the Head of
Democratic Services – 

By email no later than 5pm on the prior
working day Nigel.adams@cotswold.gov.uk
By post to CDC at Trinity Road, Cirencester. GL7
1PX  Tel: 01285 623204/ 201

Gloucestershire Constabulary

Non-Emergency Number

0845 090 1234
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HOME
Woke up today with words in my head
So put pen to paper will they be read?
On with my trainers and out for a walk
Crossed the main car park no time to talk
Away from the village I climbed up the hill
The views were just stunning they gave me a thrill
To live in a village as lovely as this
I’m really so lucky it’s totally bliss
And as I climb higher and hikers pass by
Tender their greetings and I just say hi
A man doffs his cap and it just makes me smile
Do men still do that? Well not for a while!
I pass the llamas, the sheep and the cows
Can’t believe that I live here still makes me say wow!
No more stuffy office, no more rules and regs
Just out in the sunshine stretching my legs
And strangers walk by with a smile and a nod
And I smile back as onward I plod
Down the small track till I reach the main road
Where noise hits my eardrums as traffic explodes
Back to the village, the tourists the noise
Kids in the river some girls & some boys
Back up the high street and up to my door
Past strangers all smiling strangers no more
I live in a village where you’re never alone
I’m so blessed to be here this truly is home.

By Jacqui Emanuel
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LITTLE VILLAGE HALL, BELL BANK, BLOCKLEY

Quiet rural venue with modern facilities for exhibitions, meetings, classes, parties, weddings, etc.
35-50 people. Reasonable charges, ample parking. 

WITH  -WIRELESS- BROADBAND incl BT OPENZONE.
01386 700880 / email  dimccaul@btinternet.com  

ST EDWARDS HALL, STOW ON THE WOLD
Panelled 1st floor room with Civil War portraits & memorabilia.

Holds 100. Hearing loop. LIFT and staircase from lobby. Kitchen, toilets,

anti-room. CCTV. Competitive rates. 2 Hrs Free C/P(day)

2011 dates available.   01451 831633.   PeterKing9@aol.com

A D L E S T R O P  V I L L A G E  H A L L
• Spacious, light, warm and colourful and available to hire for your special functions,

classes or any event – only £6 an hour • Discounted fees for long term bookings.

• Just redecorated • small stage, kitchen facilities, disabled toilet and disabled access.

• Excellent parking.

Please phone 01608 658710 for bookings and further info

STOW ON THE WOLD

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB
Clubroom and bar with entertainment system for discos, karaoke, etc. Small lounge bar.

Large and small Meeting rooms with conference facilities for up to 150 (seats 60/ 12

dining); Catering. Parking. Minibus.

Enquiries to Colin and Alison 01451 830242

STOW ON THE WOLD

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION CLUB
Clubroom and bar with entertainment system for discos, karaoke, etc. Small lounge bar.

Large and small Meeting rooms with conference facilities for up to 150 (seats 60/ 12

dining); Catering. Parking. Minibus.

Enquiries to Colin and Alison 01451 830242

ST GEORGES HALL, BLOCKLEY
Fully Licensed Village Hall in good decorative order.

Seating capacity 160. Large well equipped servery/kitchen. Toilets.
Gas central heating. Off street parking for 40 cars. Suitable for wedding receptions etc.

Raised stage. Excellent sound system.  (No discos)
Enquiries: Brian Clayton – 01386 701528

Recently built in Cotswold stone. Large car park, well
equipped kitchen, on the outskirts of the village. 

Tel: 07587 097795 Come & see what we have to offer!

The perfect setting for that special occasion” 
CONDICOTE VILLAGE HALL

BROADWELL VILLAGE HALL
Lovely rural location with spacious parking.  Seats 90,
Large main hall, & 2 meeting rooms. Stage with electric
drop down screen. Built in sound system with microphone
and hearing loop.
Kitchen. Toilets. Disabled facilities.

Bookings - Frances Dodwell on 01451 830994 

BOURTON ON THE WATER
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION BRANCH HALL

Available for hire; 150 seated / 250 standing.

Ample off-road parking. Office Tel: 01451 824303

LONGBOROUGH & SEZINCOTE

VILLAGE HALL 

Set in the heart of this delightful village, we can offer
We are fully equipped with a few unexpected bonusses - an extendable stage with pull-down screen • 3/4

sized snooker table • table tennis table • piano • Hi-Fi system • all equipment for short mat bowls..
So if you’re having a wedding reception or wake, children’s party or family birthday, training course or

business meeting, exhibition or exercise class, club social or kids’ sleepover, we would love to see YOU!

FOR FURTHER DETAILS T: 01451 830218 or E: alan@longborough.net

KINGHAM VILLAGE HALL
Beautiful Hall; capacity 100. Off-street parking; disabled access.

AVAILABLE TO HIRE AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES. 

Contact Jacki Jones, The Barn, Orchard Way, Kingham. OX7 6YT.

Tel: 01608 658089

Ideal for classes, clubs, parties, receptions, presentations & family events.
Newly decorated; light and spacious. Modern kitchen and loos. Disabled
access. New pull-down projector screen. Tables, chairs, china and cutlery

available. Please call Philip Pratt, 01608 652499/ 07051 867493.

EVENLODE VILLAGE HALL
adjacent to Green in quiet village

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE at reasonable rates

LOWER SWELL VILLAGE HALL
Traditional Cotswold VH on picturesque village green. Recently

refurbished – fully equipped kitchen, heating, tables & chairs, Disabled

facilities. Seats up to 70. Competitive rates (inc.heating) vary with use.

Perfect for parties and receptions, Shows, displays, evening classes, etc

Tel: 01451 830578 Eml: timk@mypostoffice.co.uk

ODDINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Ideally placed in centre of lovely Cotswold village

Newly refurbished - full c/h, new kitchen and toilets.  Spacious main hall with seating for 100,
stage, pull down projector screen and hearing loop, also a smaller meeting room.  Facilities

for the less able. Spacious parking. Children have access to the adjacent playground.

TO GET YOUR DATE ON OUR CALENDAR please ring 
01451 830817 / 01451 831917

STOW YOUTH CLUB
Two large rooms (accommodating 50-60 people)

Internet café with 12 computer terminals • Projector & screen • Pool table • Table football • Nintendo

Wii • Modern kitchen • Disabled access & toilets • Rates negotiable for regular users.

The Club building is next to the Police Station on the Fosseway and accessed easily from The Square.

Dilys Neill: dwsshaneill@btinternet.co Tel: 01451 830656

Sarah-Jane Rich: richfamly_91@hotmail.com  Tel: 01451 830654

MORETON IN MARSH 
REDESDALE HALL
Clerk 01608 654064 Two venues with a stair lift. The Lower Hall
accommodates 80; modern kitchen facilities. Beamed Upper Hall
accommodates 120. Reasonable charges. Nearby parking.
Historic town centre building

WYCK RISSINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Recently refurbished

A perfect Venue for Family Occasions
Seats 40/20 for Dinner.  Disabled access & loos. 
Fully equipped kitchen
Enquiries - Call Liz Wright 01451 820232

Victoria Hall, Bourton on the Water
AVAILABLE TO HIRE - VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.

LOCAL FUNCTIONS, CHILDENS PARTIES ETC WELCOME

DISABLED ACCESS & FACILITIES

CALL RICHARD MOONEY 01451 820679 

FOR BOOKINGS AND INFORMATION

THE FUTURE OF OUR YOUTH CENTRES –NETWORKING EVENT

A Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum meeting hosted by Fairford on

Thursday March 31, starting at 6pm. (refreshments).

The topic for the meeting will be the uncertain future of our youth centres and

how market towns can get involved. A panel of experts is being invited. More

information about the event will be available online at www.glosmtf.org.uk. 

• If you have experience of running youth services in your town, or are keen to

find solutions, please come and share your knowledge or frustrations! email

info@glosmtf.org.uk

www.grcc.org.uk
The online Village Hall database from Gloucestershire Rural

Communities Council

www. studentcashpoint.co.uk
The most comprehensive source of information on grants, loans,
bursaries, scholarships and awards available to undergraduate and
postgraduate students in the UK. Millions of pounds worth of funding
from the government, charitable trusts and universities to help
students cover course costs, rent, and living expenses.
Register FREE at Student Cash Point and see what’s on offer.

STOW BAPTIST CHURCH HALL, STOW GL54 1AA

In the community for the community

Spacious hall, recently refurbished, fully-equipped new kitchen facilities

& disabled toilets. Usage Policy: we support community-focused groups. 

We do not lease the hall for commercial events.

01451 870437  stowbaptist@gmx.co.uk
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Thursday 24th March
WILD TARGET

Doors/Bar open at 7:00pm - 7:45pm film
Tickets £3.00 booked / £3.50 on the door.

Advance tickets/queries 01386 700647/593386

THE PLAYHOUSE, ST GEORGES HALL,
BLOCKLEY

Sunday 20th March
RED

Film 6.00pm
Advance tickets/queries:

01386 701196

OLD SCHOOL VILLAGE HALL,
BOURTON ON THE HILL

Friday 18th March
RED

Film 7.30pm | TICKETS £3.00
including refreshments

Advance tickets/queries 01451 831153

VILLAGE HALL,
BROADWELL

Saturday 12th March 
ANOTHER YEAR

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £4.50
Advance tickets/queries 01608 659903

stuart@cole6.freeserve.co.uk

VILLAGE HALL,
CHURCHILL

Friday 25th March 
EAT, PRAY, LOVE

Film 8pm
Advance tickets/queries 01386 841206
from Ch C. Information Centre/on door.

Upper Town Hall,
CHIPPING CAMPDEN

Friday 28th March
TAMARA DREWE

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.50
Advance tickets from the
Village Store & Red Lion

SCREEN ON THE GREEN, VILLAGE HALL,
ILMINGTON

Monday 7th March
THE GHOST

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £5.00
including tea/coffee

Advance tickets/queries 01608 674298

VILLAGE HALL,
LITTLE COMPTON

Thursday 17th  March
RED 

Film 7.30pm - TICKETS £4.00
Advance tickets/queries

01608 684223 or 01608 674200 

VILLAGE HALL,
LITTLE WOLFORD

VILLAGE HALL,
LOWER ODDINGTON

Saturday 19th march
RED

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS £3.50
Advance tickets/queries
01608 812338 or 652666

ST. DAVIDS CENTRE,
MORETON IN MARSH

RURAL CINEMA - FEBRUARY

Monday 21st March
RED

Film 2.30pm &  7.30pm Tickets £3/Family ticket
£10 - 2 adults+ 2children. Refreshments. 
Advance tickets/queries 01451 822365

VICTORIA HALL, 
BOURTON ON THE WATER

NO FILM ADVISED
Film 2.00pm  |  TICKETS £3.50

Advance tickets/queries 01451 820232
Check Notice Board

VILLAGE HALL,
WYCK RISSINGTON

Tuesaday 15th March
RED

Film 7.30pm  |  TICKETS (see below)
Advance tickets/queries 01451 830817

Refreshments

Wild Target (12) 93 mins
Despite a reputation as a lethally efficient assassin, the middle aged Victor Maynard lives
at home  to please his formidable mother. Starring Bill Nighy, Eileen Atkins, Emily Blunt.
(Action Comedy Drama)

Another Year (12) 124 mins
Starring Jim Broadbent and Ruth Sheen Simple but profound narrative about the human
need for connection and the mistakes we all make along the way. Comedy Drama)

Red (12) 106 mins
Former black-ops agent Frank Moses reassembles his old team in a last ditch effort to survive
and uncover high-tech assailants. Starring Bruce Willis & Morgan Freeman (Action Comedy)

The Ghost (15) 122 mins
A ghost writer hired to complete the memoirs of a former British prime minister uncovers
secrets that put his own life in jeopardy. Starring Ewan McGregor, Pierce Brosnan and
Olivia Williams (Mystery Thriller)

Tamara Drewe (15) 111 mins
A young newspaper writer returns to her hometown in the English countryside, where her
childhood home is being prepared for sale. Starring Gemma Arterton, Luke Evans &
Dominic Cooper. (Comedy Drama)

Eat, Pray, Love (15) 134 mins
Based on the memoirs of an American woman (Julia Roberts) who abandons a failing
marriage and a lack-lustre affair to restore body and soul in Italy, India and Bali.  (Drama)

PLANNING AN EVENT?

Tell us and we will tell

everyone!
07789 175 002

News from Creative Campden -

the forum for creative businesses and individuals

in Chipping Campden

Cheese and Wine Tasting Evening

Arthur Cunynghame and Charlie Bennett will be hosting a

tutored cheese and wine tasting evening at the Cotswold

House Hotel on Thursday 3rd March. Tickets from 01386

840330 or reservations@cotswoldhouse.com

Chipping Campden Literature Festival

The programme will be out on 1st March. To receive a copy

please contact vicky@campdenlitfest.co.uk or tel 01386

841222

Aborigine cricketers to tour England

An Aborigine cricket tour of England in 1868 is one of the

chapters in a new book of cricket humour at its best to be

published on 15 March by Loose Chippings. Full details at

www.loosechippings.org/Spirit_On_The_Water.html

New Members

Creative Campden is delighted to welcome five new members:

Susan Rosenberg (Fine Artist), Jaffe and Neale (Booksellers),

Mark Hobin (Graphic Designer), Sarah Beecham (Painter and

Multimedia producer), and Jane McClement (Artist). Full

details will be on www.creativecampden.co.uk

For more details about Creative Campden please visit our web

site www.creativecampden.co.uk
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THE WEDDING SINGER
Professional singer available to sing at weddings 

During service/signing of register • in churches & other venues. 

Wide repertoire to choose from.

Please contact: Rosalind Marlborough 01608 644519

BA Hons, MA. ALCM, LLCM (TD) PGCE 



27

Diary
2 Taster morning in practical wildlife conservation skills. 9.30 - 12.30.

Greystones Farm Nature Reserve, Bourton (directions given on booking).  Please book by
contacting will.masefield@gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk. 07793 307056
www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.

3 Barbershopera - Apocalypse No! 7.30pm.  Award-winning musical comedy quartet
. The Redesdale Hall, Moreton. Tickets £6 from Cotswold Bookstore, Moreton High Street .
01608 650825

5, 6 Flea Market. 10-5pm. A selection of stalls. Victoria Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water. 01242 699720.

9 Firefighting in the United States.TALK by Michael Kernan at 7.30pm.after
Moretom Local History Society.  Women's Institute Hall, Moreton-in-Marsh. £1 for non-
members. www.moretonhistory.co.uk.  01451 830531

11 The Rissingtons Local History Society - The Flight of the King . Illustrated
TALK at 8pm.. Little Rissington Village Hall, Little Rissington.  01451 824161

12, 13 Flea market & collectables fair - jewellery, antiques, silver, militaria, bargain new
children'sbooks and much more. 10 – 4pm. Refreshments. Free entry.  St Edward's Hall, The
Square, Stow-on-the-Wold. Free entry. 01451 831675

13 Cherwell Valley Crafts 10-5pm. A selection of local craft stalls.. Victoria Hall, Bourton. 
01295 264723

17 New Ways to Look at Medieval Churches. Illustrated TALK 2-4pm.   Moreton Area
Centre. £5.50 with 10% discount for annual season ticket holders and Friends of the
Corinium Museum. Booking is essential via Moreton Area Centre 01608 650881. 
coriniummuseum.cotswold.gov.uk

18 Tea Dance. 2 – 4.30pm. Ballroom, Latin & Popular Sequence. Music by Good Dancing
with Bill. Free tea & Coffee. Royal British Legion Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water. £3 on the door.
07970 180296

19, 20 Flea Market. 10-5pm. A selection of stalls. Victoria Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water. 01242 699720.

19, 20 Craft in Action,  Craft Fair 10 to 4.30. All crafts for sale.Some exhibitors will be making
their goods at the show. Tea, Coffee, and cakes are available. Morton in Marsh (Redesdale
Hall). Free admission. www.craftinaction73.co.uk   01684 274853

22 St Catharine's Church Concert 6.30 - 7.45pm. Judy Cook: Folk Songs. St
Catherine's Church, Chipping Campden. £5 (Under 18's Free).  01386 4380

24 Moreton-in-Marsh Flower Club - New Kinds of Old Plants. 7.30pm.  Talk &
demonstration by nurseryman Bob Brown. Visitors welcome.  Broadwell Village Hall,
Broadwell, Nr Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos. .

26 Chipping Campden Debating Society AGM and Mini Debates. 7.30pm
Coffee is served at the end of each debate. Church Rooms, Calf Lane, Chipping Campden
(Church St End). Visitors  £1.50 are asked to introduce themselves to the president.
01386 840585

26, 27 Craft Fair helping to raise funds for Macmillan Cancer Care  10-5pm.. A selection of local
craft stalls. Victoria Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water. 01793 770148

26 Chipping Campden Debating Society Debate. 8pm.” Britain's greatest asset is
its weather”. Proposed by Roger Fowle and Jim Seaton, Opposed by Liz Hodges and Robert
Banks. Coffee is served at the end of each debate. Church Rooms, Calf Lane, Chipping
Campden (Church St End). Visitors £1.50 - please introduce yourselves to the President. 
01386 840585

ADVANCE NOTICE

26 MAR Fairshares Spring Ball  live music, food, bar. St Edwards Hall, Stow on the Wold.
Information / Tickets from Fairshares, Moreton Area Centre. 01608-812338
northcots@fairshares.org.uk  www.fairshares.org.uk

12 May &
20 Oct Stow Fair

10-12 JUNE The Royal British Legion’s 90th Birthday Celebration – a weekend of Poppy
Parties. Find out  more at www.thegreatpoppypartyweekend.org.uk  

1-3 JULY CORNBURY FESTIVAL at Great Tew, nr Chipping Norton.

UPTON HOUSE & GARDENS
26,27 Spring Cleaning Day. 1-4pm Discover how the Conservation team brings a

sparkle to the 1930s House Party. Normal charges. Upton House & Gardens, Nr
Banbury. 01295 670266. E:uptonhouse@nationaltrust.org.uk

March 2011
Full Information at Stow, Moreton, Bourton Visitor Information Centres

REGULAR EVENTS
First MON FOLK NIGHT, Ebrigton Arms 9pm.  www.theebringtonarms.co.uk

MON DANCE FUSION:Adult dance class. Mixed styles. No experience necessary. Exercise in a
fun way. No pre-booking necessary. Chipping Campden Town Hall 9.30 – 10.30.  £4.50 

MON SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING St Edwards Church Rooms, Stow. 5.30-7pm
Children and 7-9pm Adults 01451 831876

MON CHILDRENS DANCE CLASS Chipping Campden Town 
Hall.6-8 yrs 4-5pm, 9-11 yrs 5-6pm. Single class £7pp,
Monthly membership £22pp. 07527 757057

MON YOGA Chipping Campden Town Hall.  2pm Starts again 21st Sept 
01386438537

MON ‘Old Sweats NAAFI break’ at Royal British Legion, Bourton on the Water (10am -12) for
anyone to come along for a cup of tea and a chat,

TUES COTSWOLD AONB WALKSwww.cotsaorb.org.uk 01451 862000

TUES Pottery Classes at Lower Swell Village Hall, 9:30am to 12:00 noon
10 week term £90 plus £15 materials/firing cost.  Beginners welcome
Contact annec@ebshr.co.uk 01451 870734

First WED Free MARTIAL ARTS LESSONS. Separate adult & children’s classes. Chipping
Norton Leisure Centre. 07977 560086 www.tkdschools.co.uk        

WEDS LINE DANCING at Chipping Campden British Legion Hall at  7pm

WEDS WEDS WALK Easy/moderate walks. Start at 10am.  01451 860366

WEDS CHIPPING CAMPDEN BRIDGE CLUB 7.15 for 7.30pm
Duplicate Bridge. Upper Town Hall. Non members 
welcome. Partners not necessary 01608 664456

First THURS Free MARTIAL ARTS LESSONS. Separate adult & children’s classes Stow-on-the-
Wold Primary School. 07977 560086   www.tkdschools.co.uk

First THURS Free SELF DEFENCE CLASSES for Men and Women (Adults only)  Stow-on-the-
Wold Primary School   07977 560086  www.pfstraining.co.uk

THURS LINE DANCING at Ch.Campden Town Hall 2.30-4pm 01386 438537
Starts again 1st wk in September

THURS QUIZ NIGHT at The Volunteer Inn, Ch.Campden 8.30pm 01386 840688

THURS BELLY DANCING New beginners class. 11- 12.30 The Church
& FRI Room, Chipping Campden. Informal & relaxed classes for ladies of all ages, 

shapes & sizes. 01608 663480

FRI DANCE FUSIONAdult dance class, mixed styles. No experience necessary. 
& MON All Welcome. Ch.Campden Town Hall, 9.30-10.30 £4.50 (conc £2.50)

FRI ACTIVE & ABLE Fitness & Falls classes for older people at Stow to Church Rooms, Stow
01285 623450

FRI LINE DANCING: Willersey Village Hall, near Broadway01386 438537

EXHIBITIONS
To 10 MarchSandy Sykes and Tricky Walsh. Warmth in the depth of winter. Price range £350 -

£3,000. Celia Lendis Contemporary, High Street, Moreton in Marsh, GL56 0AF,
01608 650 852  gallery@celialendis.com

To 17 MarchA Silversmith’s life. The life & times of Harry Warmington (1985-1979) local  silversmith &
metalwork teacher. Court Barn Museum, Church St, Chipping Campden, GL55 6JP.  
01386 841951

19-27 Daffodil Week at Batsford Arboretum. 10-  4.30pm Thousands and thousands of
flowers, including primroses, violets, hellerbores.. 01386 701441

Tickets, Booking information Etc. from - 

BOURTON ON THE WATER VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE, Victoria Street, Bourton on the
Water. 01451 822583 Open 9.30-5pm Mon-Fri: 9.30-5.30 Sat: Closed Sunday
E: Bourtonvic@btconnect.com 

GO-STOW, 12 Talbot Court, Stow on the Wold.  01451 870 150.  Open 10am-5pm Mon-Sat; 11am-
4pm Sunday. E: info@go-stow.co.uk

MORETON AREA CENTRE, High Street, Moreton. 01608 650881
Open 9-5pm Mon-Fri: 9-1 Saturday. Closed Sunday E: moreton@cotswold.gov.com

CHIPPING NORTON VISITOR INFORMATION POINT
Guildhall, Gossards Lane, Chipping Norton OX7 5NJ. Office houres Mon-Fri.

BURFORD INFORMATION CENTRE, The Brewery, Sheep St, Burford. 
Open (Nov-Feb) Mon-Sat 9.30-4pm. OX18 4LS. 01993 823558. E.Burford.vic@westoxon.gov.uk

Market Days
BOURTON ON THE WATER
Farmers Market every 4th Sunday, 9.30 - 1300
Car Boot Sale every second Sunday, 9am. (Mar to Oct)
(for Northleach & Fosse  Lions Club)

CHIPPING CAMPDEN
W I Country Market every Thursday, 9 - 11am
Country Market   every Friday. 9-11
Weekly Market every Wednesday. 
Farmer's Market third Saturday morning 

MORETON IN MARSH
Weekly Market every Tuesday, 9 - 3.30pm
W I Country Market every Thursday, 9 - 11.30
Country Market every Monday, 9.30am (W.I.Hall)

STOW ON THE WOLD
Farmers Market 2nd Thursday - 9.30 - 13.00

Bourton House Garden.
Season extended – OPEN from 10am to 5pm every Wednesday, Thursday &
Friday (excluding Good Friday) April to October inclusive. 

HOUSE & OPEN GARDENS

19 March 
Celebrate British Tourism Week
in Bourton-on-the-Water! The Visitor Information Centre
in conjunction with local attractions is offering a 50%
discount on standard adult/oap and child admission
charges – one day only.

Bourton VIC Ltd, Victoria Street, Bourton-on-the-Water.
GL54 2BU. Vouchers giving the 50% discount are only
available at the Information Centre. Each person will be
given vouchers entitling them to discounted entry into 2 of
the attractions taking part in the promotion. Vouchers will
be available from 17 March.  01451 820211

COMPOSTING CLINIC   
Saturday 26 March  10-12.30

All you need to know about home
composting - Meet our Master
Composter for free hints and tips!
Composting at home is a great way
of making use of all your green waste
and uncooked food (excluding meat
and fish).  Within 9 to 12 months this
waste can be transformed into
compost and used to enhance your
garden. Moreton Area Centre, High
Street, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 0AZ.
01608 650881
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Stow and District Civic Society

“Nasty, Brutish and Short”
From Tim Norris 

This description of the Battle of Stow is the title of a talk  to be

presented by the Civic Society at an Open Evening on Tuesday

5th April at 7.30 pm in St Edwards Hall in Stow on the Wold

when our principal speaker will be Julian Humphrys, BBC TV

historian and author who is currently the Development Officer

for the Battlefields Trust.

Our talk will explain the work of the Battlefields Trust in the

protection, preservation, interpretation and presentation of

battlefields, and will cover the Civil War, the Battle of Stow and

the proposed survey of this conflict which took place on land

between Stow and Donnington.

Other Battlefield  and Civil War experts are invited to add to the

discussion, and the Stow Collection of Civil War memorabilia

will be on display so that guests will have the opportunity to

see, handle, and have explained the weapons used at the time.

The evening will be held in the atmospheric surroundings of St

Edwards Hall surrounded by the Stow collection of portraits of

the main participants in the Civil War.  

This promises to be an exciting and memorable opportunity to

learn about all aspects of the Civil War which has resonated

throughout history to the present and will continue to do so.

Visitors and Guests are invited to join Members at this special

event.  Admission for Members is free, Visitors and Guests  -

£3.50 to include refreshments. 

Battlefield Walk

A Battlefield Walk is being arranged for Sunday, April 10th

following the theme of the talk.  It will be an informative walk

led by Simon Marsh of the Battlefields Trust, starting from the

Town car park at Tesco at 10 a.m. Charge: for non-members of

the Trust will be £5 per head (£7 per couple)  – proceeds to the

Battlefields Trust and the Stow Battlefield Survey.

NORTH COTSWOLD
Would you like to get fitter and explore the local area in pleasant

company?  The North Cotswold Ramblers’ Group offers a varied and

interesting programme of walks throughout the year. We walk at an

easy pace and welcome new members of all ages and are happy for

you to walk with us a few times before you formally join the Ramblers’

Association. Our walks are centred on a pub lunch, encouraging a

sociable atmosphere.

Sunday 27th March, 2011

A Sparkling Figure of 8 around Ebrington - Park in the car park at the

Ebrington Arms, Ebrington (SP 184399) for a 10:00am start. The

morning walk of 4.5 miles follows the North Cotswold Group Diamond

Way Sparkling Walk No. 4 from Ebrington to Hidcote Boyce before 

returning to The Ebrington Arms for lunch. In the afternoon we follow

RAMBLERS GROUP

Sparkling Walk No 3 which takes us on a 3-mile

walk in the opposite direction from Ebrington

to Paxford.

In common with many other Ramblers Groups,

we have a no Dogs policy In order to minimise

the number of cars at the start point, pick-ups can be arranged at

Moreton-in-Marsh or Stow-on-the-Wold.  More information on any

walk or a copy of the Group’s current walks programme can be

obtained from the Secretary : Tel. 01386 700847, email at

salmonoldwell@hotmail.com or by searching for the North Cotswold

Group under “Local Groups” on the Gloucestershire Area Ramblers

website www.gloucestershirearearamblers.org.uk

LOCAL WALKS WITH
THE COTSWOLDS
VOLUNTARY WARDENS – MARCH

Winchcombe Wander - Thursday 5 March  - Moderate
A hallf day walk - leaders will decide on the route based on weather and whim.  3 hours, 6 miles.
Start:  10 am at Winchcombe Back Lane (pay and display) car park.  OS OL Map 45/023 284

The Oxon Way besides the Evenlode - Friday 11 March  – Moderate
Scenic walk from Chadlington to Charlbury in the Evenlode Valley.  Café or pub lunch available at
the end of the walk.  3.5 hours, 7 miles.
Start:  10 am at Chadlington Village Hall.  OS Explorer Map 191/329 219

More walks on the Donnington Way
Circuit of Stow-on-the-Wold - Thursday 17 March – Moderate
Broadwell, Donnington, The Swells (The Golden Ball) & Maugersbury; via Donnington Brewery and
the site of the Battle of Stow.  Pub lunch available.  5 hours, 8.5 miles. Start:  10am at Stow public
C/P at Tesco.  OS OL Map 45/191 261

Going, going, gone - Tuesday 22 March  – Moderate
Dinosaur footprints, rare breeds, the home of Cotswold roofing and water mill sites.  Please bring a
picnic lunch.  6 hours, 10 miles.
Start:  10am at Guiting Power village C/P.  OS OL Map 45/095 248

A Circuit of Batsford - Thursday March 24 – Moderate
A short circular walk from Blockley to the Batsford village, returning on part of the Heart of
England Way.  Pub lunch available.  2.5 hours, 5 miles.  Start:  10 am at Blockley village green.  OS
OL Map 45/164 350

Cotswold Slate Quarries - Wednesday 23 March - Moderate
Three quiet Cotswold villages approaching Cleeve Hill and Stonesfield slate quarries. 2.75 hours, 6
miles. Start:  10 am Craven Arms C/P Brockhampton (with prior permission).  OS OL Map 45/035
223.

A Circuit of Batsford - Thursday 24 March – Moderate
A short circular walk - Blockley to Batsford village returning on part of the Heart of England Way.
Pub lunch available.  2.5 hours, 5 miles.
Start:  10 am at Blockley village green.  OS OL Map 45/164 350

Tures, Springs and Dewponds; High Water - Saturday 26 March – Easy
Exploring the Stanway estate, with exceptional access to sites off public rights of way.  Upland sheep
farming - and a surprise.  3 hours, 6.5 miles. Start:  9.30 am at Hinchwick, near Condicote, 5 miles
NW of Stow-on-the-Wold, between A424 and B4077.  OS OL Map 45/145 300

PLEASE use appropriate footwear as some walks may be steep and muddy in places.  EASY - terrain
is mainly level, MODERATE - includes some hills and rough ground.  Sorry, no dogs allowed except
guide and hearing dogs.

Walks are free although any donations help to fund our conservation work and improvement
projects.

The Wardens run a full programme of guided walks throughout the Cotswolds.  More information
see www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk or Tel: 01451 862000 ( also for bad weather arrangements). 
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From Moreton to Malawi  - A new X Ray machine for African Bush Hospital.

With the help of local GP Dr Paul Lutter, a complete X-ray

Department has been sent to a small bush hospital in  Malawi,

Central Africa.

It came to Dr Lutter’s notice last year, when his local Community

hospital in  Moreton in Marsh, Gloucestershire was having a new

X-ray Department installed, that  the existing X-ray equipment,

which was still in good working condition was going to be

discarded.  The Primary Care Trust very kindly agreed for this to

be donated to the hospital in Embangweni in northern Malawi

100 miles south of Mzuzu.

In September 2010 the equipment

was installed providing an x-ray

facility to the Embangweni hospital

which serves 100,000 patients.

Miss Clare Woolford, the local Radiographer at Moreton in

Marsh Hospital, is hoping to visit Malawi in 2011 to assist in

training the staff there in the use of the equipment.

John Challis of the Raven Trust which supported this hospital in

Malawi was absolutely delighted and offered his thanks to all

involved in the project. 

The Rural Big Society
The Big Society approach is already alive and well in many of our rural

villages and market towns. But there’s a lot more that could be done

to help. The Commission for Rural Communities and Respublica have

worked together to develop the briefing paper released in February.

‘The Rural Big Society‘ looks at the value of the Big Society approach

to rural communities. 

It makes a series of recommendations for action, including that:

• The Church of England, whose assets of property and land sit at the

heart of many rural communities, should work with government to

see how these assets can better be used to support the rural Big

Society

• Local parish and town councils should capture revenue from the

New Homes Bonus

• Government should champion the role and potential of the Village

Agents* approach to support, advice and social capital-building,

already successfully used in Gloucestershire

• Proposed local GP consortia should make annual reports to the

villages and towns they serve, perhaps via the local parish or town

council.

Crispin Moor on behalf of the Commission for Rural Communities

said: “We think the Big Society approach should not just work for

deprived communities. It should work for all communities wherever

they are. And our villages and market towns are amongst the best

placed areas to take the Big Society approach to the next level”.

The briefing paper is available online :

http://ruralcommunities.gov.uk/2011/02/02/rural-big-society/

• Village Agents in Gloucestershire are supported by

Gloucestershire Rural Communities Council (GRCC). 

NEW LUNCH CLUB

…and then there were three

The North Cotswold Voluntary Help Centre is launching a new

Lunch Club in the Stow-on-the-Wold, area. The first lunch to be

held on Wednesday 13th April and then every 2nd Wednesday

of each month thereafter.

It will be held between 12 noon and 2pm in Wyck Rissington

Village Hall and will offer a reasonably priced, homemade 2-

course meal with tea or coffee and the opportunity to relax

and chat in good company.

The NCVHC already runs two very successful Lunch Clubs in

Moreton-in-Marsh and Northleach and offers a Transport

Service, and Sitting and Befriending Services.  The Centre is at

present in the process of updating its services through

computerisation and restructuring to make sure that it has a

viable future, despite the financial constraints that it may face.

It is determined in its intention to continue to serve the

community wherever it can.

There are lots of new opportunities for volunteering in the

organisation - drivers, sitters and befrienders are constantly

needed, not forgetting the Lunch Clubs, which need volunteers to

prepare meals, set tables, wash up, wait at table, drive etc etc.

The North Cotswold Voluntary Help Centre would love to

welcome anyone interested onto the team, no matter where

their skills lie.   Just call Beth on 01608 651415.

John Challis with the

first X Rays taken

X Ray table ready to go

The X Ray Machine set up in Malawi.

Hospital Ward
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Moderate exercise such as walking 

'boosts memory power'

Going for walks can make all the difference,

the study suggests 

Walking for 40 minutes a few times a week is enough to preserve

memory and keep ageing brains on top form, research shows.

A study of 120 volunteers showed that moderate exercise

increased the size of the hippocampus, an area of the brain that

makes memories. The year-long trial, published in Proceedings of

the National Academy of Sciences, showed performance on

memory tests also improved.

“Exercise may buffer against dementia as well as age-related

memory loss. Even modest exercise may improve memory and

help protect the brain from normal decline caused by ageing”

Quote from Dr Simon Ridley of the Alzheimer's Research Trust 

The latest work looked at healthy people in their 60s rather than

people with Alzheimer's or other forms of dementia - but the

findings have important implications for ageing societies faced

with a dementia time bomb.

In the UK, 820,000 people have dementia, and this figure is set to

double by 2030. Until a cure is discovered, finding cheap and

simple ways to reverse this trend is imperative, say experts.

Little and often 

Professor Kirk Erickson and colleagues from the University of

Pittsburgh in the US set out to investigate the impact that even

moderate exercise might have on preserving memory.

They split their 120 volunteers into two groups. One group was

asked to begin an exercise regimen of walking around a track for

40 minutes a day, three days a week, while the others were

limited to doing simple stretching and toning exercises.

Brain scans and memory tests were performed at the start of the

study, halfway through the study and again at the end.

Scans revealed hippocampus volume increased by around 2% in

people who did regular aerobic exercise. The same region of the

brain decreased in volume by 1.4% in those who did stretching

exercises, consistent with the decrease seen in normal ageing.

Both groups showed some improvement over time on memory

tests. In the walking group, the improvement appeared to be

linked with increased size of the hippocampus.

Professor Erickson said: "We think of the atrophy of the

hippocampus in later life as almost inevitable. But we've shown

that even moderate exercise for one year can increase the size of

that structure. The brain at that stage remains modifiable."

With 2011 being the year of the Census (on 27th March, when

Summertime begins and the clocks go forward) it seems that

everyone is producing new statistics! 

TEN INTERESTING FACTS FROM THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL

STATISTICS, ON…. 

The South West: 

• is  the  largest  English  region  in   terms  of  area.  

• more than 25% of the land is within   National  Parks   or

Areas  of  Outstanding  Natural   Beauty  in  England.  

• has  the  highest  proportion  of   people  of  state pension

age  and   above. 

• has  a  smaller  proportion  of  working age  people without

qualifications than any other region

• has among the highest proportion of self employed and part-

time workers, and  people  with  more  than  one job. 

• has  the  largest  hotels  and   restaurants  sector  in  the UK,

in   terms  of  percentage  of  both  employment and  GVA

and  receives  more  domestic  tourists   than any  other  UK

region  or   country.  

• has  more  people  living  in villages,  hamlets  and isolated

dwellings  than  in  any  other  English region

• has the highest  regional  life  expectancy at birth for females

and second highest for males.

• receives  the  highest  average annual rainfall in England and

the largest proportion of rain falling in winter months 

• includes  more  second  homes  than any other English

region.. END 

Dr Simon Ridley of the Alzheimer's Research Trust said that

although the study does not look at memory loss in Alzheimer's

or dementia, it suggests "it's never too late to start exercising to

help keep our brains healthy". 

"Even modest exercise may improve memory and help protect the

brain from normal decline caused by ageing.

Increasing evidence suggests regular exercise and a healthy diet

may help reduce our risk of developing dementia as well as

reaping numerous other benefits from living a healthy lifestyle."
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Urgent amendment needed

to EU Herbals Law

Many people support the long-standing traditional systems of

medicine that include the use of herbal products. These traditions

include traditional Chinese medicine, Ayurveda, Tibetan, Kampo,

Amazonian, southern African and a variety of other systems, each of

which has evolved over many thousands of years. 

It seems that the Traditional Herbal Medicinal Products Directive

(2004/24/EC), which aimed to provide a simplified registration scheme

for such products, is basically inaccessible to them. For example, as far

as I am aware, not a single Chinese or Indian (Ayurvedic) herbal

product has been registered under the scheme to-date. 

It is concerning that herbs from these traditions will either not be

registered under the Directive’s scheme or will be prevented by many,

if not all, Member States from being sold as food supplements when

the transition phase of the Directive expires on 30th April 2011. This

could effect even basic things like tea tree oil, lavendar, camomile. 

Amendments to this Directive are urgently needed, to make them

more applicable to non-European herbal cultures and to allow the

Directive to fulfil its originally intended objectives.

There is a big campaign to write to MPs and MEPs on the issue and

Alliance for Natural Health are filing for a judicial review based on

discrimination and unfair advantage (to the big pharmaceutical

companies). I urge any readers who feel that this legislation needs to

be amended before it goes onto the statute books to write to their

MEP this month. 

More info is available online at  www.plantteacher.com

Email received from Steve McIntosh 

Carers Missing Millions

Dear Sir/Madam,

New Carers UK estimates show that as many as 300,000
people in the UK who are caring for ill or disabled loved ones,
unpaid, may be missing out on a total of £840m in Carer’s
Allowance. 

They aren’t being given information on what support they can
claim and many don’t see themselves as carers, but as mothers,
sons, partners and friends looking after ill or disabled loved-
ones. As a result, they miss out on support and end up caring
round the clock with out a break, and struggling to pay even
basic food and heating bills.

Our economy and public services rely heavily on the support
provided by carers, which has been valued at a staggering £87
billion per year. Our whole society can play a part in helping
carers in return. We all know a friend or family member who is
caring for an ill, frail or disabled loved one. Carers UK is calling
on everyone to take a few minutes today to check that any
carers they know are getting support. 

We have produced a free Carers Rights Guide, available
through the Carers UK website (www.carersuk.org) or by

calling our CarersLine on 0808 808 7777. 

Yours sincerely,

Imelda Redmond CBE
Chief Executive, Carers UK

Is Gloucestershire a good place to grow older?
We want your views

Already in Britain there are more people over retirement age
than children, and people can expect to spend a third of their
lives in retirement.  In Gloucestershire by 2025, 1 in 4 people
will be aged 65 or over and nearly half the population will be
aged 50 or over. 

This is both an opportunity and a challenge.
On behalf of the Gloucestershire Conference (the collective
name for partnership working in Gloucestershire), agencies and
organisations in the county working with older people have
developed a strategy to make Gloucestershire a good place to
grow older and stay healthy and independent. In order to make
sure the priorities identified in the strategy are truly reflective
of what older people feel is important to them, a short survey
has been compiled to gather views and opinions. 

This is an opportunity to have a say about what you think the
most important issues are about growing older in Gloucestershire

The survey can be completed online at
www,grcc.org.uk under Ageing Well Survey

Forums and organisations working with older people  can go
online and tell us if they agree with the priorities given in the
survey, whether anything has been missed out and if you would
like to be involved in the delivery of the strategy.  (The draft
strategy for Ageing Well in Gloucestershire is available online.)

If you would prefer a hard copy of either the survey or the
strategy, please contact :

Christina Snell at Age UK Gloucestershire on 
01452 422600 or email 
Christina.Snell@ageukgloucestershire.org.uk 

DEADLINE FOR THE SURVEY AND COMMENTS IS
9am MARCH 18th. 
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BEECH HAVEN CARE HOME
CHIPPING NORTON

Tel: 01608 642766     Fax: 01608 644290  
e-mail: beechhaven@aol.com

Website: www.beechhavencarehome.com

Please contact the Manager, Sally Lyon.

* Long term & respite care
* Warm family atmosphere
* Experienced friendly staff
* Large garden 
*En-suite rooms available
* TV lounges & quiet areas

ANGELA HAY SOFT FURNISHINGS
Hand Made Curtains & Roman Blinds

Choose fabrics from: Sanderson, Lorient, Colefax &
Fowler, Voyage, James Hare Silks, Jane Churchill & more.

Tracks,Trimmings,Poles & Wallpaper • Footstools & Storage Footstools

Free Measuring Service & Quotation

Easy Parking, Showroom open by appointment, Tel: 01386 700692

Bourton on the Hill,Moreton in Marsh,GL56 9AJ

‘Peace of mind assured’

ANDREW BAKER & SANDRA BROWN
Funeral Directors

Well Lane, Stow on the Wold, GL54 1DG Tel: 01451 831 022
Supporters of the Royal British Legion, Stow on the Wold.

COTSWOLD FUNERAL SERVICES

24 hour service

Tel: (01451) 831 022
www.cotswoldfuneralservice.co.uk
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MARCH NEWS

Royal Mail…… losing its monopoly
Club member John Parslow recently gave an interesting history of

Royal Mail and in particular how it has lost its monopoly.  

Royal Mail traces its history back to 1516 when Henry VIII

established a ‘Master of the Posts’. The service was made

available to the public by Charles I in 1635. In 1654 Oliver

Cornwell granted it a monopoly.  In the eighteenth century, mail

coaches linked London with most of the main provincial cities

and in 1840 the uniform Penny Post was inaugurated by Rowland

Hill using the famous Penny Black stamps.

No monopoly was granted on parcels or packages and by the end

of the twentieth century there were around 40 national

competitors including UPS and FedEx from the USA, and DHL and

TNT owned by overseas Post Offices, Deutsche Post and Dutch

Post respectively. TNT moved into the postal arena in the 1990s.

and following intensive lobbying in London, Brussels and

Washington, in 2006 the Royal Mail lost its 330 year monopoly

and the UK postal market became fully open to competition. 40%

of mail is now handled by competitors although most is finally

delivered by Royal Mail. As volumes decline the Government is

now considering either the whole or part privatisation of the

Group.

Champagne Classic – July 3rd

The big garden party with cars, a fashion show and jazz,

sponsored by Savills and Broughtons Bentley is selling well. You

don’t have to have a classic car to attend on July 3rd in the

fabulous grounds of Kingham Hill School. 

See www.champagneclassic.org.uk for more details.

UK government doubles its contribution to eradicate polio.

One of Rotary’s main fund raising efforts over the last 25 years

has been the (now almost complete) eradication of polio, and we

were heartened that our government recently doubled its annual

contribution towards the annual cost of over £600 million. At the

World Economic Forum in Davos Prime Minister David Cameron

announced that the United Kingdom would double its current

contribution to polio eradication to £40 million a year for the

next two years subject to support from other donors. For every

$5 pledged by others from 1 January 2011 to 31 December 2012,

the UK will increase its support by $1 up to a maximum of the

additional £40m announced. The UK’s commitment will see an

extra 45 million children fully vaccinated against the disease, and

Mr Cameron called on other donors to back the Global Polio

Eradication Initiative. 

Kingham Primary School to “save a thousand lives”

As the crocuses come up that the 

children planted last year, the 

school is asking pupils to save

5 x 20 pence each, so that £200 

will be collected and pay for 1,000

more Polio Vaccinations. Ed Read 

the Headmaster said “we are keen 

for the children to learn that that

there is another world out there 

and how lucky they are to live in a country without Polio”.

Next Meeting

9th March 6pm for 6.30.  Visitors are always welcome. 

Call Mike Clark 01451 830684

North Cotswold Rotary:
Kingham & Daylesford Club

It seems only yesterday that the last of the 2009/10 Tax Returns were
filed in January but here we are in March, only a few short weeks away
from the end of the tax year.  If you receive a notice to file a Tax Return
for 2010/11 it’s a good idea to strike while the irons hot by getting your
paperwork in order as soon as possible.  If your affairs are not too
complex then you could consider filing the Return yourself.  It’s very
straightforward & there’s lots of online help available or, should you get
stuck, you can talk to an HMRC adviser on the phone.  Filling in your tax
return can be a daunting task but if you organise your paperwork
carefully & follow the guidance notes it shouldn’t take you long.
However, if you have several income streams or your affairs are more
complex than normal I would advise talking to an accountant.  It’s
better to be prepared – too many people leave it to the last minute,
bringing about the possibility of a penalty or interest payable on tax due.

If you are an employer then you should also prepare for your payroll
year-end.  Start by checking your employee records, ensuring that you
have the correct addresses & National Insurance no’s etc.  You should
then check your weekly or monthly data to see whether you’ve missed
anything out.  Once you have made sure everything is correct you’ll be
ready for online filing.

Finally, if you are considering starting a new business now’s a good time
to make it a reality. Despite the gloomy economic climate plenty of new
businesses have thrived over the past year. It’s certainly worth talking it
through with your adviser or you can contact me by phone or e-mail for
free, impartial advice.

Robb Eden is based in Moreton-in-Marsh.  He can be
contacted via e-mail at robbeden@aol.com or
by telephone 01608 651802.

Need To File      
A Tax Return?

Contact

Robb Eden
for:

Accounts Preparation & Analysis 
PAYE & Book-keeping

Vat Returns
Personal Tax
Sage Training
Business Tax

More than just accounts - a personal service
tailored to your needs. We will work with you

to get the best from your business.

01608 651802
robbeden@aol.com
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BUILDING
‘COST’

You’ve got your plans and 

now you are going for quotes. 

Do you know what to expect?

Do you know what your quote should

include, and what it shouldn’t?

Your greatest risk is the
unquoted costs.

BE PREPARED –

Give your builders your requirements, 

tell them what you expect.

Find out how.

CONTACT  

Chris Turner - 07798 602 113

chris@building-cost.co.uk

Julian Turner – 07894 320 015

julian@building-cost.co.uk

MATT KEYTE  BSc (hons) Dip (ossm)

Sport and Remedial Massage Therapist
Sporting or recreational Injury? Sprain or Strain? Muscle soreness

or tension? Looking to enhance your training programme?

Call me on 01451 830911 / 07966068604
Fully insured, Qualified and Professional

Member of the    

TEMPLESTONE

Traditional skills • Traditional service • Traditional values

Templestone’s architectural features are handmade by
highly skilled craftsmen. These traditional skills and artistry
enhance the beauty of natural stone.

Form fireplaces to mirror surrounds, archways to window
frames, porticoes to pergolas, Templestone brings
elegance to your home from design to installation.

For a brochure call 01963 350242
or visit our website at www.templestone.co.uk

Beautiful homes

deserve beautiful features
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Are you being seen?
Talk to Stow Times & Moreton

Times about advertising 

your business.

07789 175 002
Stow Times, Bourton Times, Moreton

Times & Chipping Norton Times

Funeral Director
& Memorial Consultant

W. J. Wright

Sheep Street, Stow-on-the-Wold

Tel 01451 831829

24 Hour Service
Private Chapel of Rest, Prepaid Funeral Plans

Serving the Cotswold Community for over 30 years
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Rotary Club of the North Cotswolds

What is Rotary,….

and is it for You?
Above all, Rotary is about friendship and service.

Through friendships made by joining a club and

meeting regularly, Rotarians combine their efforts to

maximise the service they can give – both locally and

internationally.

• Rotary is the largest voluntary service organisation

in the world, with 1.2m members in almost every

country.

• It is a non-political, non-religious organisation, open

to people of every culture, race and creed

• Rotary involves compassion for the underprivileged,

the ill and disabled, who benefit from 50,000 club

projects worldwide each year

• Rotarians raise money for good causes and also give

personal service in their local community, as much

or as little as their time commitments allow

How is Rotary involved in the
Community?

Local Rotary clubs  - North Cotswolds, and Kingham

and Daylesford, two of the clubs in this area– carry

out many projects to improve the quality of life in our

community. These include:

• Youth projects and support for schools to

encourage young talent (sports skills; young

musicians; drama; leadership; interviews)

• Support for the elderly and disabled

• events for local charities such as Air Ambulance,

Kate's Home Nursing and many others

And the rest of the World?

Rotary carries out a wide range of programmes

designed to help people in need, including:

• Eradicating poverty, hunger, and disease – Rotary's

End Polio Now campaign has raised around $1.2

billion since 1985, a huge achievement that means

that over 5 million people who would otherwise

have been paralysed are walking today because they

have been immunised worldwide. A major effort,

spearheaded by Rotary with UNICEF and the WHO, is 

• under way to immunise children in those 

• 5 or 6 countries where polio still occurs. Purple

crocuses, planted by Rotarians, are flowering now

in our towns and schools to remind us of this effort. 

Would you like to feel part of this worldwide

achievement?

• Improving water and sanitation

• Achieving universal education

• Promoting peace and understanding

• Disaster relief (incl. ShelterBox)

• Reducing child mortality

Where can I find out more
about Rotary?

If you think you might enjoy the friendship that

Rotary offers, and would like an opportunity to serve,

to “put something back”, please contact the North

Cotswolds Club Secretary, Dudley Mills on 01451

820704, or the Kingham & Daylesford Club Secretary

Mike Clark on 01451 830684 for further information.

Or come along to one of our meetings or social

evenings (for details, ring the secretaries above) –

you will be sure of a warm welcome.

Kingham &Daylesford club welcomes couples

and ladies….Don’t wait to be invited!

Visitors are always welcome.

Join Rotary and make a world
of a difference

‘Nothing but praise’ for ShelterBox in Pakistan

A ShelterBox helps a family of 10 survive for 6 months
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JOHNNY HATCH

PROFESSIONAL GARDENER

GARDEN PLANNING,

PLANTING & PRUNING

Mobile: 07960 650714

Email: johnnyhatch@btinternet.com

www.johnnyhatch.co.uk

COTSWOLD ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

All Electric work undertaken. Reliable and tidy
Professionally qualified Contractor.

•    New installations
•    Rewires
•    Lighting
•    Sockets
•    Night storage heaters fitted and repaired
•    Distribution boards/fuse boxes renewed
•    Showers
•    Cookers
•    Intruder alarms
•    Security lighting
•    Garden lighting and outdoor sockets
•    Fault finding and repairs.

FOR A FREE QUOTATION CALL
0797 435 3863
01608 644842

graeme@cotswoldelectricalcontracotrs.co.uk

NICEIC DOMESTIC RETAILER – PART P REGISTERED

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALLOUT
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Therapists from the Natural Therapies Clinic,
Moreton-in-Marsh, provide some advice about
cholesterol and heart health.

As the effectiveness and safety of statin drugs come under
scrutiny once again, it seems a good time to discuss
cholesterol.

Cholesterol is a type of fat that is essential to life. It has many
functions in the body. It is an essential building block of
healthy cells, some hormones and vitamin D, and is necessary
for the formation of bile. Although we get some cholesterol
from foods, the liver is responsible for making much of the
cholesterol our bodies need. Raised cholesterol, however, can
be caused by a diet that is high in refined foods and sugar,
and long-term stress.

The theory that high cholesterol levels directly increase the
risk of heart disease is controversial. Many researchers now
believe that it is not cholesterol itself that causes problems
but oxidized, i.e. ‘damaged’, cholesterol. While chemicals
called free radicals - found in processed foods - are associated
with this damage, antioxidants have a protective effect. The
best sources of antioxidants are fresh fruit and vegetables.
Eating a diet that is rich in natural, unrefined foods, and
getting adequate exercise and relaxation are the first steps to
a healthy heart and circulation. For most people, dietary
cholesterol does not need to be restricted.

If you are thinking about going onto statins, consider the
alternatives and talk to your GP. As well as making dietary
changes, some nutritional supplements can help with
lowering cholesterol. For best results consult a nutritional
therapist.

Given that stress can have a detrimental effect on the body, it
makes sense that any intervention that improves physical or
emotional stress levels will have a positive impact on a
person’s health. It is no surprise, therefore, that there is some
research* to suggest that a number of natural therapies may
help to reduce raised cholesterol levels, including reflexology,
massage and homeopathy.

The Natural Therapies Clinic offers a wide range of therapies,
including nutritional therapy. If you would like to find out
more or book an appointment, call us on 01608 650077.

*  References available on request.

Advertorial feature

A personal trainer?  More
possible than you think

From Julie Stevens

As a busy, financially challenged student and single mother of
two wonderful, active children I thought having a personal
trainer was not possible for me. However, in February last
year I realised my weight had spiralled out of control due to a
Thyroid problem, over eating, and despising exercise. Luckily I
was introduced to Debbie through a mutual friend and
decided I would try personal training at home. When we met
for an initial consultation I weighed 14 st 3lbs. Having not
exercised since school and being a heavy smoker I was
apprehensive about exercise. Debbie reassured me and as
each session passed I began to really enjoy the variety of
exercises and was rewarded with a noticeable change in my
body shape and weight.

Debbie continually supported and encouraged me, always on
the end of the phone. My thyroid issues had caused me to
feel quite low emotionally but the exercise counteracted this.
Debbie helped me to understand what happens to the body
during the weight loss process and how my thyroid affected
me. She gave me diet tips to make my metabolism more
effective, providing me with nutritional support and
introducing small but effective changes to daily life.  I have
learned I can have healthy carbohydrates as well as a tasty
variety of interesting foods.

Debbie runs early morning Boot Camps in Moreton which suit
me really well as I can do my exercise before having to catch
the train to University.  This has given my weight loss and
fitness an extra boost. I can now honestly say I look forward
to my sessions and also make time for extra exercise at home
instead of making excuses.  This is something I never
imagined would happen. I'm happier and healthier and have
had a truly positive year.

I now weigh 11st 7 lbs and I am on course to reach my goal.
Thanks to Debbie I no longer avoid seeing myself in the
mirror and I delight in my toned body.  Debbie fits my
sessions around my busy life, training me at home and
making it possible for me to carry on training even when
finances are tight. Having a personal trainer is more possible
than you think! Julie Stevens.

The Cholesterol Debate

Single File
Friendly social group 

For unattached people aged 50-70 
Welcomes new members to join us, make new friends and

choose from our varied events programme.

Contact 01295 788474 for more detailS
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We offer a full range of Roofing Services including:

All aspects of Lead Work
Flat and Pitched Roofs

Strip and Re-tile
Small Repairs to Major Extensions

Over 20 years experience within commercial and private
market together with an impressive portfolio of clients.

Competitive Rates. Fully Insured. High Quality of Workmanship.
For a free no obligation quotation, please call

07894 320015 / 07957 212161

WORK SMARTER

NOT HARDER
Working all hours?  

Not enough time to have a life?

For £65* this space can work for you for a month 

in every home & business in our delivery areas in

Bourton, Stow, Moreton & Chipping Norton.

07789 175 002
*Before Discounts
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We can help with your garden whatever the size.

Contact David or Elf on:

Tel: 01993 830733 • Mobile 0775 409 8469

WE ARE
• Dedicated • Adaptable
• Practical • Reliable

• Design • Construction
• Planting • Water Elements
• Knowledgeable Maintenance
• No VAT

WE DO

NorthleachMowerServices

Cirencester Road

Northleach

Gloucestershire

01451 860392 - 01451 860427

A local family run business with over 40 years experience of

garden machinery maintenance.

COUNTAX GARDEN TRACTOR MAIN DEALER WITH LARGE

DEMONSTRATION AREA

Large selection of Brush Cutters / Strimmers and Lawn Mowers always available

Please ring us we collect and deliver to your home

Hayter • Lawn King • Castle • Honda • Mountfield • Westwood • Atco Qualcast

• Wheelhorse • Murray • Toro • Flymo

We offer a full range of Building Services including:

Design and Fit of Kitchens & Bathrooms including
tiling, flooring and decorating; Extensions, New

Builds and Renovations;
No Job too Big or too Small!

Over 40 years experience within commercial and private
market together with an impressive portfolio of clients

Competitive Rates. Fully Insured. High Quality of Workmanship.
For a free no obligation quotation, please call

07894 320015 / 0560 279 8147
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Furniture Restoration
& Repair/Handyman

Furniture restoration and repair.
Assembling flat pack furniture.

Putting up shelves, mirrors, pictures,

curtain poles etc.

Jonathan Ward

01608 664626 or 07913 560946
No job too small.  Free quotations in the local area.

• Rewires      
• New fuse boards    
• Lighting    
• Additions & Alterations     
• Pat  testing

• Competitive rates    
• Free estimates    
• All  work certified/guaranteed    
• Part-P Registered    
• Elecsa Approved  contractor

Tel : Kevin 07793272522   Email: kevjenks@hotmail.com

S. WHITWORTH
PLUMBING • HEATING
BOILER REPLACEMENT

OIL • GAS • LPG

5 year warranty on all worcester boilers

MORETON IN MARSH

07830 154864 01608 652034

whitquadder@btinternet.com
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A MOTORING DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Vintage Sports Car Club race meeting 
Silverstone Circuit 

Saturday 23rd April

At last this cold, damp, dark winter

seems to be slowly making way for

the advances of spring with the

welcome arrival of snowdrops and

crocuses and the thought of

playing with old cars again. 

I haven’t even been able to raise

the enthusiasm to go into the

garage as it has been so cold and

unwelcoming.

However all that is about to

change and one of the first 

(and best) events of the year is

the Vintage Sports Car Club race

meeting at Silverstone on

Saturday 23rd April. There will be

about nine races on the day and

the cars competing will include

vintage Bentleys, Lagondas,

Bugattis, Alfa Romeos, Aston

Martin, Austin Sevens, etc., etc.

In addition there will be a race for

Edwardian cars and with any luck

a couple of aero engined

monsters.

Other races will include a race for

1950’s sports cars featuring the 

likes of D Type Jaguars, Aston

Martins, Lister Jaguars,

Maseratis  and more. Other races

will include a race for 1950’s

sports cars featuring the likes of D

Type Jaguars, Aston Martins,

Lister Jaguars, Maseratis and

more. There will also be a race for

Grand Prix Cars and a chance to

see Maserati 250Fs, Lotuses,

Coopers and many others.

Don’t think that these races will

be just gentle parades.

Competition is fierce and no

quarter is expected or given.  The

excitement and the spectacle is

something that you should

experience for yourselves  even if

your interest might be only

passing. I guarantee your views

will strengthen after this

rewarding day out.

The Paddock is always rammed

full of interesting cars, with proud

drivers who are only too pleased

to discuss their race machinery

with any enthusiast who would

care to listen, so why not come

along to spectate and see the

drivers do battle?  Unlike modern

Formula One events the public

are encouraged to wander the

Paddock and view these

wonderful cars at close quarters.

Quite apart from all the

competing cars many spectators

will arrive in their own vintage

cars and the car park set aside for

them in the centre of the circuit is

worth the trip alone. A large

autojumble with all sorts 

of wares for sale from books to

that elusive spare part, vintage

toys to warm motoring clothing

will also be present in the

Paddock.

From Mike Hallowes
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Moreton-in-Marsh 

Bowls Club
From Pat Wainwright (patinthecotswolds@live.co.uk)

Work on the new green for the Bowls Club has continued
at a great pace over the last few weeks. At the beginning
of February the turf was laid which suddenly transformed
what had been an area of rough earth into a recognisable
bowling green.  It will be, of course, a long time yet
before a game of bowls can be played on the surface as a
new green requires a lengthy period of "bedding in" -
usually about twelve months.  However, the first stage of
the development has been completed and attention now
turns to the building of the new clubhouse.  Work will
get underway within the next week or so and is
scheduled to take several months.

Although it is now the close-season for the Bowls Club
there have been, nevertheless, several social events
which have taken place. Particularly well attended have
been the Ladies v Gentlemen skittles match which took
place in October of last year at The Coach and Horses in
Ganborough and, more recently, a Quiz night at the same
venue.  Everyone had a thoroughly good time and is now
looking forward to two more events which are coming up:  
Sunday 20th February a mixed team from the Club will
be playing at Erdington Bowls Club in an inaugural winter
fixture
Saturday 5th March A lunch at Lyneham Golf Club, which
is always a splendid occasion.

Mr John Hunt, Moreton B.C.`s social events` supremo,
has been delighted with the response from members to
the activities which have been organised and is already
in the process of planning several surprises for members
in the coming months!!

BADMINTON
Contact Mike Winter -  01 451 831194 - mike win1 @aol.com

There was an air of gloom hanging over Bourton and Moreton
at the turn of the year as the snow and ice turned into a slush
and eight teenage badminton players decided that they would
prefer to be eight teenage football players. Stow did not suffer
much as they had gone through a similar “downsizing” the
previous summer and are now recruiting again.

Six weeks on and Moreton are scraping along and should
survive the losses, and Bourton’s Cotswold School has
opened the new Sports Hall which may draw the crowds
back. It’s the big grey building standing in a sea of Cotswold
chippings. It will be hard to see on a foggy day and will
require a stout pair of walking boots to get to it on bad day
but its finished and being used by the Cotswold School and is
now open for community use. 

Thanks to Mrs Holland and her team of workers who pulled
out the stops to allow us to use the four badminton courts
on Monday evenings. We will need to work out the best
times to start and finish, and have come up with the
following … 

Bourton-on-the-Water Badminton Club, Sports Hall, 
Cotswold School, Bourton-on-the-Water
Mondays at 6.45pm to 8.45pm for a trial period – times will
be confirmed after the trial period                    
Age group - year 6 the youngest - no upper restriction

Times and places
Bourton – Cotswold School Hall, Mondays
6.45 – 8.45 pm  for a trial period
Times will be confirmed shortly
Year 6 Juniors – no upper restriction
Mike Winter -  01 451 831194 - mike win1 @aol.com

Moreton – 7.45 pm  Tuesdays at the Redesdale Hall – 
Mike Winter - 01 451 831194 - mike win1 @aol.com

Stow – 7. 30pm  Tuesdays at St Edwards Hall in the Square
Contact Forbes 01451 832188/ Dennis 01451 830068

BOURTON ROADRUNNERS 
is open to everyone. 

All sessions start from the gym at The Cotswold
School in Bourton. 
More info is available online at Bourton Roadrunners 
website or call 01451 870428.

TUESDAYS 
Kids session at 7pm
A short (2.5 mile) run at 7 pm, 
Speedwork session at 7.30 pm (usually 5-7 miles) 

THURSDAYS 
A  short (2.5 mile) at 7 pm, 
A long (7mile) run at 7.30 pm

LITTE COMPTON BOWLS CLUB
The new season starts at the end of April

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME.

Little Compton Bowls Club 

Langston Villas, Little Compton, GL56 0SG 

Contact Sue Grantham  01608 642859

START: Saturday 5th March at 11am 

FINISH: 11am on Sunday 6th March

24 hour SPINATHON 

At Rapid FX, Unit 6 Draycott Business Village

Draycott, Moreton-in-Marsh, GL56 9JY. 

The gym is run by Master Trainer Tim Spittle. The aim is to

raise money for Blockley, St James and Ebrington Primary

Schools Sports Dept, Chipping Campden Home Nursing and CC

Dolphins Swimming club

www.rapid-fx.com
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MORETON RANGERS FOOTBALL CLUB
A FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION DEVELOPMENT CLUB

www.facebook.com/MoretonRangers
Secretary Chairman Treasurer Vice Chairman  
Martin Jones Tim Sedgley Graham Rees Paul Luker
2 Devonshire Terrace 6 St Pauls Court 5 Fosseway Drive 5 Grays Lane
Hospital Road Moreton- in-Marsh Moreton-in-Marsh Moreton-in-Marsh 
Moreton-in-Marsh Glos GL56 0ET Glos GL56 0DU Glos  GL56 0LP
GL56 0BL 01608 652696 01608 650611 01608 651737
01608 650955

FREE TRAINING AVAILABLE
FREEPHONE 0800 1955 640
INSTRUCTOR 07977 56 00 86
www.martialartsvoucher.co.uk

SEPARATE ADULT AND
CHILDREN’S CLASSES
NOW TRAINING AT
CHIPPING NORTON
STOW ON THE WOLD
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TOTALLY TILES
TRADE LTD

NEW ROAD, MORETON – IN – MARSH

Huge Collection of Wall & Floor Tiles

Available to the Public & Trade

Travertine, Limestone & Slate

Ceramic & Mosaics – Oak Flooring

Home visits can be arranged to
bring a selection of products &
to give advice

Full fitting service by our
experienced tilers

Complete bathroom refurbishment

Prices to suit all budgets

Tel: 01608  652825

AUTHENTIC WOOD FLOORS
Experts in natural wood flooring
Free estimates / consultation / advice

New installation, Sanding and Refinishing

07523 366945
info@authenticwoodfloors.co.uk

Over 20 years experience        Winter Offers          Fully Insured
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Clubs Music

Local Authorities

Community Groups

Children & Youngsters

Key Information

Local Clubs, Societies, Associations & Charities
Bourton Vale Horticultural Society - your friendly
gardening club:  
7.30 pm every second Wednesday of the month
at the Baptist School Room, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water.
Antoinette Green 01451 824141
Bourton Vale Probus Club
10:15 on 1st & 3rd Tues at the Baptist Church Rooms
Sec. Brian Dickens 01451 810053
Cotswold Investment Club
Meets 1st Tues of each month. Jeremy Main 01608 658675
Cotswold Wardens (conservation work, guided walks)
01451 8562000 :   www.cotswoldaonb.org.uk    
Knit One, Sip One Knitting Group
Alternate Weds at 8pm Coach & Horses, Longborough
Contact: Kirsty on 07787767957 0r dersons@btinternet.com
Life Saving Club (Fire College) 
Co-ordinator: Lynette Mantle 01386 882430
Northleach & Fosseway Lions Club
2nd Tuesday/month (business meeting) at Red Lion, Northleach, 8pm
northleachandfosselions.org.uk/0845 8339825
N Cotswold Bee-Keepers Assoc
Julie Edwards 01608 659396 julia@ncbka.org.uk
N Cotswold Bridge Club
Meets Bourton on the Hill on Tues, Weds, Thurs
N Cotswold CAMRA
01451810305 chair@northcotswoldcamra.org.uk
Alan Lamb 01386 701603
N Cotswold Disabled Club
Joan M Oughton 01451 830580
N Cotswold Digital Camera Club
James Minter 01451 824175  www.ncdcc.co.uk
N Cotswold National Trust
Sec Pat Poulton 01608 651373
N Cotswold Probus Club
2nd and 4th Thurs mornings Sec: James Grafton 01608 684181
N Cotswold Rotary Club
Contact: Dudley Mills 01451 820704 – Bourton on the Water
Brian Honess 01451 830052 Stow /Barry Peaston 01608 650526
N Cotswold U3A
Contact Jenny Stanfield 01451 824338
Rotary Kingham/Daylesford
Meets Weds evening; Sat morning
www.kinghamrotary.org.uk
Royal British Legion Branch & Club
The Naight, Lansdown, Bourton GL54 2AR
Branch  01451 820478
Scottish Country Dance Group
Brenda Parsons 01451 831876
Single File social events for
unattached 50-65s, meets fortnightly
Contact Daphne 01295 788474
Stow Disability Association
George Hill - 01608 658636 www.stowda.org.uk
Stow Embroiderers’ Guild – tel 01451 832427

Children & Young Peoples Directorate
Stephen McDonald-Senior Youth Worker 
North Cotswold Rural Youth Work Team 
Bourton Youth Centre The Avenue 
Bourton on the Water 
Tel: 01451 820525 Mobile: 07825732523
email: stephen.mcdonald@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Army Cadets at Moreton/Bourton
Weds 7.30-9.30pm Major M G Little
01451 831408 the little45@btinternet.com
Bledington Toddler Group
Nicki 01608 658137 Mon: 10-11.30am
Children’s Art Club (ages 4-12)
After school, Saturdays and holidays
Gill Parkes: 01386 700991
Monkey Music (pre-school music classes)
Tues. afternoons  01242 890200 or
Sian.ferris@monkeymusic.co.uk
Oddington Bumps, Babes Beyond
Mondays 10-12 at Oddington Village Hall
Emma 07966 205774
Guiting Power Brownies (age 7 – 10)
Tuesday Evenings 6.15-7.30pm
Leader Cheryl Millar 01451 831233

Childline 0800 11 11
Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111
First Responders (St John’s Ambulance)
01452 858220 countyhq@gloucestershire.jja.org.uk
www.sja.org.uk
The Gloucestershire Heart Support Group: 
10.15 am every Wednesday morning Moreton-in-Marsh
Congregational Church Rooms
John Green 01451 824141
Bourton on the Water Visitor Information Centre
Victoria Street. Tel: 01451 820211 / 822583
bourtonvic@btconnect.com
Bourton on the Water Police Station
Moore Road GL54 2AZ Tel: 0845 0901234
Moreton Hospital (Minor Injury Unit)
Tel: 01608 812605 – 8am-8pm
X-ray opening times: Mon-Fri 912am-12.45pm and Mon and Wed
1.45-4.15pm
N Cotswold Neighbourhood Watch
Non-Emergency 0845 090 1234
www.northcotswoldsnw.co.uk
N Cotswold St John Ambulance & St John Cadets
(from age 10) Meets at Bourton 7-9pm Thurs 01451 820570

Bourton on the Water Chamber of Commerce
Sec. 01451 821478  / admin@bourtoninfo,com
WIRE (Women in Rural Enterprise) Network
N Cotswold: Emma Heathcote-James
www.wire.org/networks
01386 831379/07977 226025
YHA Stow on the Wold
Manager Dawn Rankin
stow@yha.org.uk/www.yha.org.uk

Bledington Music Festival
www.bledingtonmusicfestival.co.uk
Blockley Ladies Choir
Tues 7.30-9pm Little Village Hall
Sec: Jean Ellis 01386 841253
Cotswold Choral Society
David South 01451 870494
Thurs 7.30-9.30pm Upper/Lower Slaughter Village Hall
Kingham Choral Society
Derek Woods 01608 658738
Naunton Music Society
Barbara Steiner 01451 850897
barbara@marketsinternational.com
Stow Youth Singers
(Ages 9+) Linda Green – 01451 830327
Fridays Term Time, 6 – 7pm at St Edwards Church, Stow

Breathe Easy Groups (British Lung Foundation)
2nd Tuesday every month, 2-4pm
Baden Powell Hall Bourton on the Water
01451 822102/810520
County Cllr David Allan Thorpe
Shire Hall, Gloucester GL1 2GT
Mob. 07790491000
david.thorpe@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Cotswold District Council
Cirencester – Trinity Road, Cirencester
01285 623000 www.cotswold.gov.uk
District Cllr Sheila Jeffery (Bourton Ward)
01285 623850  sheila.jeffery@cotswold.gov.uk
District Cllr Len Wilkins (Bourton Ward)
01285 623802 len.wilkins@cotswold.gov.uk
District Cllr Venetia Crosbie Dawson (Rissington Ward)
01285 623876   venetia.crosbiedawson@cotswold.gov.uk
Glos Market Forum
Main office: 01452 425953 www.glosmts.org.uk
Glos Rural Community Council
Marilyn Cox 01452 528491
marilyn@grcc.org.uk
gloscc@grccorg.uk   www.grcc.org.uk
Bourton on the Water Town Council
Council Offices, 8 Victoria Street.
Tel 01451 820712  clerk@bourtononthewaterpc.org.uk
www.bourtononthewaterpc.org.uk

Breathe Easy Groups (British Lung Foundation)
01451 822102/810520
Cotswold Volunteers (a local charity helping disadvantaged people)
Jane Winstanley CEO 01285 658802
jane@sc-vs.com
Fair Shares N Cotswolds Community Time Bank
01608 812338 fairshares@phonecoop.coop
Glos Association for the Blind
Moreton Area Centre, High St, Moreton Mondays 10am-1pm 01242 221170
steph.mckeever@glosblind.co.uk
Home-Start   N Cotswolds
Family Support Charity: 01451 831781
N Cotswold Community Radio
Old Police Station, Chipping Campden,
www.nothcotswoldonline.com
N Cotswold Friendship Centre (Within Age UK)
1st Weds  monthly. Colin 01993 842820/01608 650868
colmar@oxon1939.fsnet.co.uk
N Cotswold Support Gp – Parkinson’s UK
Mike Winter 01451 831194
RNLI N Cotswold Branch
Chairman Diana Porter 01451 830508
The Friends of The Moore Cottage Hospital
Chairman: Philip Winter Tel:01451 821920
philip@inkshed.vispa.com

Bourton Vale Cricket Club
Hon.Sec./Treas Philip Winter 01451 821920
mailto:philip@inkshed.vispa.com
Bourton Badminton Club
Cotswold School, Monday evenings
Mike Winters 01451 831194 / mikewin1@aol.com
Cotswold Walkers
Sarah Clifton-Gould 01285 623450
Every Thurs 2pm Moreton Area Centre
Weds 2pm Bourton Leisure Centre – Alan Robinson 01451 821067
Great Rissington Archers
Sat 10.30am at Gr Rissington Social Club (+ Weds 6.30pm in summer)
Michael Ebelthite: 01451 824161/Niall McIntosh: 01451 870221
N Cotswolds Youth Cricket Club
Shaun Williams 01608 652138   www.nycc.co.uk
Sherborne Hockey Club
Stuart Colmer - Chairman Tel: 01451 844 278
Home Fixtures: The Cotswold School, The Avenue, Bourton-on-the
Water, Gloucestershire, GL54 2BD
Stow Rugby Club
Tim Bevan/Liz Fraser/Andrew Cartlidge www.stowrfc.co.uk
Tae Kwon Do Assoc of GB
Tues 6.30 Adults| 
Thurs 6.30 Juniors|7.30 Seniors| 8.30 Adult Self Defence
Lee Chapman 07977 560086 lee@tkdschools.co.uk

Sports & Outdoor

Business Associations & Groups

Club Listings, etc

If your club, association or group should be

listed here please let us know the relevant

information and we can add the details to

this list. 

The Listing is free of charge.

If the details listed for your club, association

or group are not up-to-date or need

amending, let us know the relevant

information and we can make changes.

07789 175 002 
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BELLISSIMA BEAUTY Treatments and make-up for all occasions.
01451 810489/07780 684134 www.bellissima-beauty.co.uk

TREE TOPS GUEST HOUSE (Liz & Brian Dean)
Secluded B&B; 5 mins from train station & Moreton town centre

LONDON ROAD, MORETON IN MARSH 01608 651036

Chiropody

DEREK BROOKES MSSCh,MBCPA,HPCReg
For all your foot health needs. 01451 822540

Clothes & Curtain/Alterations

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Accommodation

Animals & Pets 

Florist

ALLIUM FLORIST www.alliumflorist.co.uk
More than just Flowers

1 Oxford Street, Moreton-in-marsh, GL56 0LA Tel 01608 650630

COTSWOLD MARQUEES LTD
Tel 01608 686900 

www.cotswoldmarquees.co.uk

Health & Fitness

House & Home

Learning & Tuition

Hair & Beauty

Marquees

Pest Control Services

Property & Garden Services

Professional Services

ELDRIDGE TRAVEL – PRIVATE HIRE
8-seater – 01993 822271 

Local - Long distance - Airports

Just Wills - Will Writing Service.
Your instructions are taken in the comfort of your own home.

From £47.50 single will £80 joint/will. No payment until your will
is produced. 01608 643142 or insall@tiscali.co.uk

J.BRYER CARPETS
Carpets supplied & fitted at below shop prices.

Shop at Home Service.     www.jbryercarpets.co.uk
Call:  0790 9991216any time.   

Music

Local Business Directory
Stow Times, Moreton Times and Bourton Times new BUSINESS DIRECTORY.

How to Use a SEWING MACHINE or How to Make
Curtains, Cushions, Blinds or Clothes

www.sewing-tuition.co.uk•Ring Sue on 01608 644877

PIANO/SINGING TUITION EXPERIENCED TEACHER
Adult & Young Pupils Welcome 01608 642025

www.raymondhead.com   E:raymondhead@aol.com

Taxi/Private Hire

ITALIAN LESSONS IN CHIPPING CAMPDEN
www.italianlanguageschool.co.uk 01386 849156

MIKE VICKERS PEST & MOLE CONTROL Domestic,
Commercial, Agricultural Tel 01608 642531/07788 668740
info@molecatchermick.co.uk

Dovedale Services – Mowing/Landscaping/Decorating
Mark Penfold 01386 700165/07811 217043

Batsford Timber Ltd – Fencing & Sheds
01608 651096. www.batsfordtimber.co.uk

M.H TAXIS – your Local Taxi Service
Tel 0777 993 9415 www.mhtaxis.com

NORTHWICK PRIVATE HIRE
John Whateley 01386 701806/07855 824 788

STOW TAXI SERVICE – 07887 714047
info@stow-on-the-wold-taxi-service.co.uk

BOURTON TIMES LOCAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
2 line entry @ £70 a year, 9000 copies a month  

Brian Halling - Window Cleaner
01608 651406 | 07969 934230

BERNIE’S ALTERATIONS – 35 yrs experience 
Tel 01451 833831 or 07768 305427

GRIMEBUSTERS 01993 868924/ 07778 298312
Professional service at unbeatable rates

DIAL-A-DOG-WASH Mobile Grooming Parlour
01993 845360  /  07754 039665
Dog Walking/ Sitting Service
Telephone Carol 01451 820661 

PHYSIOTHERAPY – Orthopaedic & sports injury specialists.
MCSP HPC Reg. Spinal & joint pain. Acupuncture.
Bourton-on-the-Water. 01451 822660
PILATES 4 U - Tel Robert - 07500 188 445
Bourton•Rissington•Northleach•Ch.Norton

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Matt Fergyson
Dry Stone Walling
01451 851927 / 07792 331241

Stow Roses – The Flower Shop
01451 832277  www.stowroses.co.uk 

Talk to us*

about advertising 

your business

07789 175 002
Editor@bourtontimes.co.uk

*Stow Times, Moreton Times,

Bourton Times, Ch.Norton Times

TELL EVERYONE ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS 

Stow Times, Moreton Times, Bourton Times &
Chipping Norton Times are building a

Local Business Directory
Entries are included for a calendar year (content can be changed within the

year) and priced per business. 

IT’S STRAIGHTFORWARD AND SIMPLE 

• 2 lines (approx 10-15 words) £70 for a year – in black, greys & white | 2 lines

framed (approx 10-15 words) £90 for a year – in black, greys & white

• 3 lines (approx 10-20 words) £90 for a year – in black, greys & white | 3 lines

framed (approx 10-20 words) £110 for a year – in black, greys & white

• 4 lines (approx 10-25 words) £110 for a year – in black, greys & white | 4

lines framed (approx 10-25 words) £130 for a year – in black, greys & white

• Business card sized Box £220 for a year – in colour

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
FOR INFORMATION or TO BOOK YOUR ENTRY

07789 175 002     e: editor@bourtontimes.co.uk

Tell BOURTON TIMES & we’ll 
tell the WHOLE COMMUNITY
Put your business into every house* in the community -

From Adlestrop to Bourton on the Hill, from Condicote to

Fulbrook, Naunton to the Wolfords, Blockley, Todenham,

Wyck Rissington, the Swells and Bourton on the Water.

WE DELIVER TO NEARLY 9,000 LETTERBOXES

If your advertisement catches the eyes of just 1% of

our readers, that is 280 people.

All advertisements appear automatically in all 3 editions

* in most communities; for areas currently without deliverers

we deliver copies to key centres for personal collection.

We are currently offering up to 20% discount for 

prepared artwork & multiple bookings



52


