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Nestled right in the heart of the beautiful 
rolling Cotswold hills, Notgrove is a 
classic example of a Cotswold estate 
village, and now also a thriving example 
of rural diversification.
Notgrove parish dates back to 740 AD,  and in the 1600’s was 
recorded as having 30 families, which is remarkably similar to 
that of today. By the 18th Century the estate had 1200 acres of 
cropped land with 100 workers employed on the land. Today 
it farms 1500 acres, however, the changes in employment are 
stark. Due to the ever increasing requirement for efficiency, the 
farming is now highly mechanised with only three employees.  
Currently 800 acres are arable, with the remainder being 
grassland and permanent pasture, a fabulous carbon sink, 
however, in the future sadly much of this will be returned to 
arable land as demand for beef and sheep diminishes. 

As agriculture declines, traditional estates like Notgrove have 
to adapt and thankfully Notgrove is very fortunate to be located 
in the heart of the Cotswolds, a thriving tourist destination. 
The estate has embraced this opportunity by converting the 
cattle sheds into luxury barns, and adding glamping pods and 
safari tents for guests. Before this accommodation opened 
the local pub, the Plough in Cold Aston, had been closed 
for 3 years, and the area was in decline.  Visitors are now 
reinvigorating the local community; farm shops, coffee shops, 
and tourist attractions are thriving.  More people are choosing 
to holiday locally for short staycations in the UK, not only as 
flying abroad and foreign travel has become harder, but also it 
offers great value, with no stress.

Thanks to the tourist business the Estate now 
employs 14 full and part-time staff, who all 
live in the village or nearby.  

The Village Hub and the Nuttery Café are riding the wave of 
that new enthusiasm to support local produce and the local 
economy, offering delicious food, a place to meet and classes 
from yoga to dancing that have brought the community 
together.

The latest initiative opening in March 2022 is to partner 
with the team at Cotswold Tiger, a thriving local property 
management business, whose successful model now employs 
13 full and part time staff from across the area. Their brand 
new unit tucks neatly beside the existing holiday barns 
compliments the estates diversification. The unit offers the 
company a centrally located hub for the North Cotswolds 
and also a brand new Commercial Laundry facility, perfectly 
located to provide the existing community and burgeoning 
tourist industry with a luxury laundry service. 

Over the last couple of years the estate have also set up a lots 
of new adventures and activities to help people get active and 
learn about the beautiful Cotswold countryside. These include 

VILLAGE LIFE IS THRIVING AT NOTGROVE!

Harry and Diana Acland manage the Notgrove Estate and started 
Notgrove Holidays in 2014.

Nestled right in the heart of the beautiful 
rolling Cotswold hills, Notgrove is a 
classic example of a Cotswold estate 
village, and now also a thriving example 
of rural diversification.
Notgrove parish dates back to 740 AD,  and in the 1600’s was 
recorded as having 30 families, which is remarkably similar to 
that of today. By the 18th Century the estate had 1200 acres of 
cropped land with 100 workers employed on the land. Today 
it farms 1500 acres, however, the changes in employment are 
stark. Due to the ever increasing requirement for efficiency, the 
farming is now highly mechanised with only three employees.  
Currently 800 acres are arable, with the remainder being 
grassland and permanent pasture, a fabulous carbon sink, 
however, in the future sadly much of this will be returned to 
arable land as demand for beef and sheep diminishes. 

As agriculture declines, traditional estates like Notgrove have 
to adapt and thankfully Notgrove is very fortunate to be located 
in the heart of the Cotswolds, a thriving tourist destination. 
The estate has embraced this opportunity by converting the 
cattle sheds into luxury barns, and adding glamping pods and 
safari tents for guests. Before this accommodation opened 
the local pub, the Plough in Cold Aston, had been closed 
for 3 years, and the area was in decline.  Visitors are now 
reinvigorating the local community; farm shops, coffee shops, 
and tourist attractions are thriving.  More people are choosing 
to holiday locally for short staycations in the UK, not only as 
flying abroad and foreign travel has become harder, but also it 
offers great value, with no stress.

Thanks to the tourist business the Estate now 
employs 14 full and part-time staff, who all 
live in the village or nearby.  

The Village Hub and the Nuttery Café are riding the wave of 
that new enthusiasm to support local produce and the local 
economy, offering delicious food, a place to meet and classes 
from yoga to dancing that have brought the community 
together.

The latest initiative opening in March 2022 is to partner 
with the team at Cotswold Tiger, a thriving local property 
management business, whose successful model now employs 
13 full and part time staff from across the area. Their brand 
new unit tucks neatly beside the existing holiday barns 
compliments the estates diversification. The unit offers the 
company a centrally located hub for the North Cotswolds 
and also a brand new Commercial Laundry facility, perfectly 
located to provide the existing community and burgeoning 
tourist industry with a luxury laundry service. 

Over the last couple of years the estate have also set up a lots 
of new adventures and activities to help people get active and 
learn about the beautiful Cotswold countryside. These include 

VILLAGE LIFE IS THRIVING AT NOTGROVE!

Harry and Diana Acland manage the Notgrove Estate and started 
Notgrove Holidays in 2014.

VILLAGE LIFE IS THRIVING AT NOTGROVE!



COTSWOLD TIMES  |   3

a forest school, electric quad bike  experience, dry stone 
walling courses , foraging walk courses, a yoga and well-being 
retreat, all details are on their website www.notgroveholidays.
com. 

Notgrove proves that rural communities can 
be inventive and thrive during these changing 
times. No doubt the estate will continue 
adapt and evolve, but this is now a challenge 
that is embraced with a bright future ahead.

Providing a quality laundry service to Housekeeping Businesses, 
Second Homes, Private Houses and Estates.

  Beautifully laundered bed linen and towels

  High-quality Dry Cleaning Service

  Drop and collect from the laundry in Notgrove,  
near Bourton-on-the-Water 

  Offering a range of new linen, towels, duvets, pillows and branded 
laundry jute bags

  Laundry labelling service

  Open Monday - Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm

THE SECOND HOME COMPANY

info@cotswoldtigerlaundry.co.uk 
01285 644604

/// lecturing.daunted.tall

Cotswold Tiger Laundry Company Ltd, 
Village Farm, Notgrove,  

GL54 3BS

PREMIUM LAUNDRY SERVICES
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Explore 56 acres of wild
gardens, paths and
streams and browse a
wonderful selection of
gifts and plants.
Batsford is a perfect day
out for all the family –
including the dog!

Pre-book your Arboretum tickets via our website

Batsford Arboretum & Garden Centre, near Moreton in Marsh, GL56 9AT. Tel: 01386 701441
Open daily from 9.30am-5pm (10am-5pm on Sundays)

www.batsarb.co.uk

ALEXANDRA MANN – COUNSELLING HYNOTHERAPIST
BASED IN THE COTSWOLDS

Do you suffer from Fear and Anxiety? Do you want to put an end to 
troubling thoughts, or feel trapped and unable to sleep?  

I can help you overcome these physical and mental blocks.

For more information please do look at my website:

  Coreresilient.co.uk
Enquiries welcome – please get in touch as my approach is  

one of warmth and no judgement

Tel:  07764 576254
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From the Editor 
Hello March – and  how nice it is to hear the early birdsong in 
the morning, and to have that extra hour or so in the evening. 
Definite prompts  for spring, which isn’t too far away now.  
There are still enquiries about the changes to Cotswold 
Times, and I thought it would be useful to write about 
how the magazine is working now, and why we started 
publishing online and stopping door-to-door deliveries. 
Bundles of printed magazines are now being delivered to 
local shops, coffee shops, garden centres and information 
centres where we know local people and visitors can pick 
them up. Cotswold Times is still free of charge – and we are 
helping to manage our paper waste. 
We are publishing the magazine online at  
www.cotswoldtimes.co.uk and our growing archive of  

past editions is available at www.costwoldtimesarchive.
co.uk. If you haven’t looked it’s an interesting browse! 
Publishing the magazine online means that we can set 
up new sections for readers’ comments, letters, articles, 
photos and requests, and take online advertising too. In 
fact, whatever proves interesting! Let me know what you 
would like to see!
We hope that being online this year will help to control our 
costs and maintain the Cotswold Times story. Maybe we 
can introduce more writers, reporters, photographers and  
‘puzzlers’, too!  We’ll look forward to it! 

Jenni

Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) – Woodland Trust
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Summer Shape Up

Some of us have realised that the prolonged lockdown has been bad 
for our waistline and fitness levels as we desperately try to fit into our 
summer wardrobe or attempt a physical challenge. Let’s be honest, 
it has been easy to become sedentary especially over the prolonged 
lockdown.  

We have seen the effects in all age groups.  Children returning to sport 
after winter lockdown struggling with fitness. Some children have put 
on weight and then do not want to go back to school for fear of being 
bullied. Older patients who have kept themselves dutifully locked away 
for fear of catching COVID who are now struggling as they have such 
reduced exercise tolerance. We have investigated several patients for 
lung and heart problems to conclude that their shortness of breath is 
all due to inactivity. Others who have arthritis struggling with worsening 
mobility, no longer getting out for their walk are experiencing muscle 
wasting whereby walking is more difficult. If breathing is laboured due 
to becoming deconditioned and so walking is more difficult due to 
shortness of breath. It can be hard to break this vicious cycle.

We need to try and get moving again and the summer is the perfect 
time to start! 

We have asked our practice doctor, Dr Caroline Saunders for her tips 
and advice on getting back to health after a prolonged lockdown.

“Getting started and maintaining your motivation can be the biggest 
challenge. Build things up gradually again. It may be a little like walking 
up and down your garden to start with. Setting yourself some goals to 
achieve will help.

You could use it as an opportunity to build a social network again. 
Ask a neighbour or friend to walk with you. Having a commitment will 
help to avoid you making an excuse not to go and make it a fun social 
occasion.

It could be a time to take up a new sport or restart something you 
haven’t done for years. Perhaps it is time to join a local sports club, 
walking group, or Pilates class. Having a set time each week for exercise 
then becomes part of your routine/lifestyle which will motivate and 
maintain regular exercise and it’s a great way to meet new people.

Exercise is important for keeping us healthy, but we must keep a check 
on what we are eating and drinking. There is no one size fits all diet but 
there are simple things we can do.
• Start by eliminating the temptation of snacks, don’t fill the 
  cupboards with things that you struggle to resist.
• Look at your portion size, we have crept towards much larger portion 
• sizes and this can be a good place to start making small changes.
• Watch your alcohol intake – keep within the 14 unit a week guidance 
• and have days where you do not drink alcohol.
• Drink plenty of water, sometimes when you think you are hungry 
  you are thirsty.”

Keep track of your progress, sometimes, your efforts can feel slow or 
insignificant but over time it will make a difference, monitoring your 
progress will help you to see what you are achieving even when it may 
not feel or look like it.”

Your Concierge Medical GP can help by assessing your general health 
to identify the cause of your weight gain or fitness concerns and discuss 
a plan to help you achieve your weight loss/mobility/fitness goals.

Founded in 2013, Concierge Medical Practice, a national award-winning 
private General Practice, provides the best healthcare to individuals 
and families throughout Cotswolds.

It’s still very common for men to put off visits to the doctor as they might feel embarrassed, uncomfortable, or scared 
about addressing issues. Staying ahead of the game when it comes to your health is critical for the best outcomes. Talking 
to your doctor will quickly reduce built up anxiety and empower you to take control of your health. 
Raising awareness of health issues affecting men such as prostate cancer, testicular cancer, and men’s suicide is proven 
to encourage men to take some time to pause and consider their own health and importantly to seek medical advice. 
Concierge Medical’s Founder and Medical Director, Dr Simon GIllson says, 
“It is important to be proactive about your health and healthcare. By being aware of your health and body, it is easier 
to notice any changes which might occur; any concerns should be discussed with your doctor. You can easily use self-
examining techniques yourself to uncover early warning signs of health issues, from heart disease to testicular cancer.” 
Here’s how:
Heart Rate Check
Heart disease is one of the leading causes of death. One quick self-exam to gauge the health of your heart is to check your 
pulse when you’re at rest. Place the first two fingers of one hand on the area at the base of the wrist on your other hand. 
Count your pulse for 10 seconds and multiply by six. A normal pulse (heart rate) for a man should be between 60 and 100. 
Anything outside that range could be a sign of cardiovascular problems. You should also pay attention to the space between 
beats. An irregular pulse could be a sign of a heart related issue for which medical input would be important.
Blood Pressure Check
Persistent high blood pressure can increase your risk of a number of serious and potentially life-threatening health conditions, 
such as: heart disease, heart attacks and strokes.
You should see your doctor for an official reading, but you may also want to keep tabs on your blood pressure at home 
between check-ups with an easy-to-use blood pressure monitor, which are relatively inexpensive to buy online or at any 
pharmacy. Blood pressure can change from day to day, so write down your readings and look at the average over about 10 
readings. Let your doctor know if the higher (systolic) number is consistently above 120 or the lower (diastolic) number is 
consistently above 80.
Testicular Cancer Check
Testicular cancer is one of the most common cancers among men. The earlier you find it; the better your prognosis is likely 
to be. A self-examination of the testicles is a good way to find this cancer at an early stage when it is very treatable. The 
best time to do a testicular self-exam is after a shower, when your scrotum is relaxed. Check your testicles for any lumps or 
changes in size, and let your doctor know if you find anything.
Skin Cancer Check
To do a self-check for skin cancer, look for moles that change in size, shape, thickness, or colour. Let your doctor know 
about any growths that bleed, itch, burn, or crust over. It is best to get naked and look everywhere! This includes your 
scalp and on the soles of your feet. Many skin cancers are found in sun-exposed areas where you often don’t think to put 
sunscreen such as your ears or difficult to reach places like your back.
Concierge Medical aims to provide our members with the best private medical care available in the UK. We offer ‘Well 
Person Health Checks’ which are comprehensive and look at all aspects of nutrition and lifestyle and include a range of 
baseline blood tests with rapid results. 

For more information about Concierge Medical Practise membership contact 01451 600900 
or info@conciergemedical.co.uk  www.conciergemedical.co.uk

Men’s Health: Staying 
Ahead of the Game

The Nuts and Bolts of 
Men’s Health
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ACROSS
8.  Becoming sane I use a plant (5)
9.  Saul found a menu pointless once he’d left school (7)
10.  The sleight used to conceal a garland (3)
11.  Give lasses lip about a transaction record (5,4)
12.  Vote about a shape (5)
14.  Directionless rare chat about congestion (7)
16.  Where one might fabricate a crude tray free of charge  
 initially (7)
18.  Rinse out amber for instance (5)
19.  Unsophisticated rule? (6,3)
21.  Web boundaries found to recede (3)
22.  Crop one to build a shelter (7)
23.  Note foal has become pivotal (5)

DOWN
1.  Very loud old bay turns out not to be doing well (5,3)
2.  Finger snapper? (7,6)
3.  Points to iron charges (4)
4.  Craig took fifty attempts to make a bulb (6)
5.  Pour salt around a heart for instance (8)
6.  Florence’s nice arrangement of the complete flower (13)
7.  Initially request a reply (4)
13.  An icon might come to require fewer resources (8)
15.  A game upset the band in the hall (8)
17.  Not a courageous use of colour (6)
19.  Cloak in foolscap envelopes (4)
20.  I take few changes to become a married person (4)

CROSSWORD
Test your skills at solving cryptic clues.  

Crossword 53 was compiled by cozener.

Please turn to p22 for solutions.

IS YOUR BUSINESS  
BEING SEEN?
ADVERTISE WITH US

07789 175002
advertising@cotswoldtimes.co.uk

GuenP60x90cmyk2.indd   1 22/03/2017   18:10

T 01993 878865
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Are you ready to discover eyewear you will love? 
 

 

 
 

 

To reserve your complimentary eyewear styling consultation  
call or visit our website now. 

 

Stow Opticians 
Brewery Yard, Sheep Street 
Stow on the Wold 
GL54 1AA 
 
01451 830554 
www.stowopticians.co.uk 

 

Woodstock Opticians 
17 High Street 

Woodstock 
OX20 1TE 

 
01993 811870 

www.woodstockopticians.co.uk 

 

DOES SOMEONE YOU 
CARE ABOUT USE DRUGS 

including ALCOHOL? 
…and is it worrying you?

FAMILIES ANONYMOUS 
OFFERS YOU HELP

UK Helpline: 0207 498 4680

Local Meetings: 
THURSDAYS 7pm – 8.15pm

At: The George Moore Community Centre 
(Salmonsbury Room) Moore Road, 
Bourton-On-The-Water, GL54 2AZ

Large free car park at rear of the building. 
Enter through side door and turn left.

	
80 Years of Continuous Service to the Community

Life was very different 80 years ago when a local 
branch of the national Citizens Advice set up in 
the Dyer Street, Cirencester. It was 1941 and 
the height of the Second World War. Concerns 
of clients were understandably often related to 
the war, with many queries about food rationing, 
damaged clothes and property. As the war 
ended, questions about help with repatriation 
and food parcels became more common.
In current times, our top enquiry areas are 

benefit entitlements, debt, housing, energy, employment and family problems. 
We work closely with the North Cotswold and Cirencester foodbanks and 
enquiries about Food Vouchers continue to be high.
Advice given by well trained volunteers, backed up by a small number of staff 
was as key then as it is today,.
In 2013 we joined with Stroud Citizens Advice to become Citizens Advice 
Stroud and Cotswold Districts. We are a small local charity who relies 
on support from our District Councils, town and parish councils and on 
donations from local organisations and individuals. We also receive grants 
for some of our project work. For many years our work in the Cotswolds 
has been supported by the Friends of Cotswold Citizens Advice (a separate 
registered charity). They raise funds, help with publicity and most recently 
they have provided help with funding to support advice at the Food Bank, 
and with computer costs.
The Friends recently helped raise funds with a street collection in Cirencester
Market Place, coinciding with the Christmas Market on 5th December. They 
also wanted to ensure that the local community were aware of  the 80 years 
of continuous service. Thanks to the sterling efforts of the Friends, with help 
from volunteer receptionists and advisers, a total of £227.31 was collected 
which will be increased through Gift Aid.
If you would like to become involved in supporting Citizens Advice in our 
district, why not become a Friend? 
They can be contacted at FoCCAB@gmail.com, or by writing to: Friends of 
Cotswold Citizens Advice, C/O 2/3 The Mews, Cricklade Street, Cirencester, 
GL7 1HY.



The approved budget will allow the Council to continue to invest in the 
Cotswolds to improve services and tackle key local issues while also 
managing the significant loss of funding from the Government
Cllr Mike Evemy, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for 
Finance, said: “We continue to face major financial pressures due 
to ongoing cuts to the money we receive from the Government, 
inflation and increased service costs. Over the past decade, our 
core Government funding has reduced by around 60%. We’re 
facing a financial cliff-edge of Government funding next year with 
a potential £2 million reduction as a result of the Government’s 
Fairer Funding Review due to be published this spring. 
“This budget will help us weather that storm while also delivering 
the services residents expect and investing in our District. It will 

support the District’s recovery from the impact of Covid-19, deliver 
action on climate change through innovative projects, protect our 
most vulnerable residents and continue our work to provide homes 
for rent for people who need them at a price they can afford. “We 
are also working to make our services more efficient as well as 
improving them. Last year we saved or raised around £400,000 
and this year we’re looking to save or raise a further £800,000.
Cotswold District Council’s budget is funded through Council Tax 
paid by residents, a share of business rates and income from 
services like parking and government grants. Only 7% of the 
Council Tax bills paid by residents comes to Cotswold District 
Council. The majority goes to Gloucestershire County Council and 
Gloucestershire Police with local town or parish councils receiving 
the remainder. The Cotswold District Council part of this year’s 
Council Tax bill will rise by 10p a week, or £5 a year for the average 
band D household. 
The Council uses its budget to provide a range of services including 
waste collections, leisure facilities, fly-tipping collection, tourism 
services and car parks among many others. It does not provide 
other council services such as road maintenance, libraries, adult 
social care and children’s services which are delivered by the 
county council.
Cllr Evemy continued, “We have had to make some difficult 
decisions in the face of our financial challenges. If you need 
support with paying your Council Tax, please visit our website or 
call our customer services team to see if you are eligible for help 
through our Council Tax Support Scheme.”
Residents can find out more about the support scheme by visiting 
cotswold.gov.uk/counciltaxsupport 
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Council approves budget to help ‘weather the storm’ 
of local government funding cuts and continue to run 
good quality local services

CDC have launched a new Initiative. 
Clean & Green has two new officers, 
Joseph and Millie and Steve Cotton, 
Bourton’s new Village Warden, and they 
will be working with communities across 
the district to encourage people to do 
their part in keeping the Cotswold Clean 
and Green.  
This new initiative targets enviro-crime 
such as littering, fly-tipping and dog 
fouling and the officers will be advising 
and working with community groups, 
town and parish councils and schools. 
The Officers have been working closely 
with town and parish councils facilitating 
local litter picking events and providing 
litter picking packs to 30 litter hubs 
across the district. Find out more about 
litter picking and how to get involved:  
www.cotswold.gov.uk/environment/
clean-and-green-cotswolds/
The Clean and Green initiative is working in partnership with other 
organisations and groups in the Cotswolds. Joseph and Millie have 
been delivering presentations and talks to KS1 and KS2 students 
and encouraging our younger generations to get children involved 
and excited about their environment. 
Community-led projects are also a big part of the initiative and the 
officers are keen to plant wildflowers wherever possible to help 
maintain biodiversity in green spaces across the Cotswolds. This 
will go hand-in-hand with litter picking to help safeguard and protect 
our stunning wildlife. The introduction of new flora is important  
and we welcome any groups that wish to replant green spaces  
with wildflowers.

The Clean and Green Officers are also busy tackling the district-
wide issue of dog fouling, using a number of strategies including 
proactive deterrents such as ‘Clean it up!’ and ‘Walk your dog 
away from a fine of £1000’ signs in public spaces and reported 
hotspots, street stencils to remind dog walkers to pick it up and 
weekly patrols in areas. Officers can issue a fixed-penalty notice 
to anyone caught dog fouling in a public space. It is important that 
we keep public spaces clean and free of dog fouling to maintain 
high quality of public health and safeguard those most vulnerable.

If you have any issues in your community with dog fouling or  
fly-tipping, or you want to get involved with community projects 
or litter groups, get in touch with the Clean and Green team by 
emailing ers@publicagroup.uk or calling 01285 623000.

CLEAN & GREEN
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The Build Back Better – Market Towns fund previously 
gave more than £385,000 to support events across the 
county in 2021, with a further £114,614 awarded in the 
second phase.
The money aims to boost the economy of Gloucestershire’s 
market towns and high streets after the COVID-19 
pandemic, with a total of £500,000 of funding awarded to 
support over 67 events.
Projects from across the county have been funded in the 
most recent round of funding. These include Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee events in Cheltenham, Cirencester, 
Longhope, Upton St Leonards, Northleach, Bourton-on-
the-Water, and Wotton-under-Edge.
In addition, funding has also been awarded towards the 
organisation of the Tewkesbury Medieval Festival, a 
community street fayre in Barton and Tredworth, as well as 
many other community events.
A total of 33 bids were received during the second round 
and 22 events were supported, this is in addition to the 45 
bids supported in the first round of funding. Final decisions 
on the funding awards were made by a panel, who 
considered areas including how many people will benefit 
from the event, its impact on the economy, the ability to 
deliver it successfully, and those that leave a lasting legacy.
Cllr Lynden Stowe, Cabinet member for Finance and 
Change at Gloucestershire County Council, said: “I am 
delighted that we have been able to fund so many brilliant 
events and projects across the county throughout the Build 
Back Better – Market Towns fund.
“These events promise to bring colour and community 
entertainment back across Gloucestershire, and I can’t wait 
to see them go ahead.
“Events like these are crucial to our county, and will help 
to revitalise local economies following the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

For more information on the fund, visit  
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/market-towns-fund.

Community events across Gloucestershire 
given £500,000 boost

District Councils provide advice for Platinum 
Jubilee street parties
With Covid-19 restrictions removed our communities 
can gather together and celebrate the achievement of 
Her Majesty the Queen celebrating her 70th year as 
monarch.
Residents across the District may want to host street 
parties to celebrate, but may be unsure how to organise 
a gathering safely. Councils have dedicated websites 
offering advice and information to guide you through 
organising your celebration. You can find information 
on applying for a temporary licence, applying for a road 
closure and how to let all your neighbours know you’re 
planning a get together to celebrate.
The District Council web page explains that for the 
majority of small, private street parties, organising them 
can be simple and people will most likely not need to 
apply for a licence. However, larger events or those 
that will be selling alcohol or holding live performances, 
will need to apply for a Temporary Event Notice, which 
costs £21. 
Residential cul-de-sacs or other minor roads not used for 
through traffic routes may be able to apply for a temporary 
road closure to host a street party. There is no charge for 
this application, but applications must be submitted by  
31 March 2022.
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Zero emission zone pilot launches
Britain’s first zero emission zone (ZEZ) has now started in Oxford and will 
operate from 7am - 7pm, all year round. All petrol and diesel vehicles, 
including hybrids, will incur a daily charge. Zero emission vehicles, such as 
electric cars, can enter the pilot area free of charge. 
Together with the city council, we will use the pilot to gain insight to introduce 
a larger ZEZ covering most of Oxford city centre in 2023, subject to further 
consultation.
Transport emissions currently account for 17 per cent of greenhouse gas 
emissions in Oxford. The pilot scheme, and potential expansion into a larger 
area, provides  an opportunity to reduce those levels.
Daily charge
Most vehicles will need to pay a daily charge depending on their emissions 
if used in the pilot area. However, the scheme does not ban any vehicles 
from being used in the zone.
Charges apply from 7 am to 7 pm, seven days a week, all year round. 
The daily charge covers the entire day, so a vehicle can enter and be used 
within the area on multiple occasions each day. Charges don’t apply to 
vehicles that are parked within the zone and do not move.
When and how to pay the charge
You will be able to pay the charges online:
>  up to six days in advance
>  on the day the vehicle is driven in the zone
>  or in the following six days.

A COMMUNITY hub has been opened at Moreton-in-Marsh to 
help people find jobs and apply for benefits.
The Community Advice Hub is held at Jameson Court Community 
Centre, Jameson Court, from 10am until 1pm every Monday.
It has been established jointly by four charities – Gloucestershire 
Rural Community Council (GRCC), Going the Extra Mile (GEM), 
Social Prescribers and People, Potential and Possibilities (P3).

People attending can get help to find employment, including doing 
online job searches and writing CVs.
They can also get help to apply for benefits, while also getting 
housing advice and support to improve their wellbeing.
A spokesperson said: ‘These last two years have been tough for 
everyone but help is at hand.
‘It’s reported that job vacancies are at an all-time high and we want 
to ensure that local people are in the best place to apply for them.’
For details, telephone 07563 028924.

COMMUNITY ADVICE HUB
Solution 53 
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Crossword solution 53

FIND A JOB, 

APPLY FOR 

BENEFITS

COMMUNITY DAY CLUBS AND  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
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GREENER                  TOGETHER

The build-up of greenhouse gases such as CO2 causes the 
atmosphere to warm, which in turn increases the likelihood and 
severity of extreme weather events, such as flooding, wildfires 
and hurricanes. Carbon sequestration capacity (the process of 
capturing and storing atmospheric CO2) could be doubled  simply 
by allowing existing hedges to grow bigger, while the CPRE argue 
that a 40% increase in the UK’s hedgerow cover could provide a net 
CO2 sequestration potential of 18.5 million tonnes. That may be a 
fraction of current UK CO2 emissions of 354 million tonnes in 2019, 
but the potential contribution to the climate problem is significant.
What can hedges do for the climate?
Plants naturally capture carbon during the process of photosynthesis 
– the process of producing food for the plant to survive. Although 
the ability to sequester carbon varies between tree species 
and different management practices, it is estimated that mixed 
hawthorn/blackthorn hedges (the most common species in British 
hedgerows) can store up to 42 tonnes of carbon per hectare.
Hedgerow heritage
After Britain’s food supplies were threatened during the Second 
World War, post-war governments impressed the need for 
agriculture to modernise. In came a raft of chemical fertilisers, 
pesticides and larger machinery. Out went intimate fields and the 
web of hedges established around them hundreds of years earlier. 
Farmers actually received grants to grub them out, many doing it 
simply because they were paid to, rather than any obvious benefit 
to farming efficiencies. It is only since they disappeared that it has 
become apparent that they actually contributed a great deal to 

agricultural production and the wider rural landscape.
With the flowering of hedgerows comes a posse of insects 
competing for the nectar and pollen that these flowers provide. 
Bees and hoverflies that feed from, and make their homes in, 
Britain’s hedgerows provide a key pollination service to farmers. 
Other insects spill out from the hedgerow to prey on crop pests 
and so contribute another critical ecosystem service to society. 
Simply retaining a living biological structure around the edges 
of fields helps retain soil and filter out agrichemicals that might 
otherwise leach into the wider environment.
Modest investment
A relatively modest taxpayer commitment of £310 million over 28 
years (less than £10 per working adult in the UK) could attract a 
near four-fold return on investment, with additional benefits for job 
creation, cleaner air and enhanced water use. The CPRE argues 
that an increase in the mere 38% of urban roads with any form of 
hedgerow at present might have major benefits for mental health 
and well-being. It is also likely that reinstatement of rural hedgerows 
would make the countryside more attractive for visitors.
The UK government will need to offer targeted subsidies to 
farmers and other land managers to replant hedgerow trees and 
then manage them in appropriate but well-understood ways to 
maximise carbon-capture and biodiversity potential. The National 
Farmers Union is lobbying government to replace and improve the 
EU agri-environment schemes in place in Britain before Brexit, but 
even with legislation and appropriate government support, it takes 
time to reinstate biodiversity.

ALL Gloucester Libraries now stock a Greener Together collection 
of books providing information on how to reduce your carbon 
footprint, along with a wide range of other useful advice on topics 
including growing your own vegetables and recycling. You can find 
the Greener Together collection by searching for ‘climate change’ 
on the library catalogue here: https://gloucestershire.spydus.
co.uk/cgi-bin/spydus.exe/MSGTRN/WPAC/HOME
Gloucestershire Libraries are also making efforts to improve their 
own ways of working by looking to minimise waste, reduce energy 
consumption and take a more climate-friendly approach in every 
aspect of their work. They are looking for partners to support their 
aim to go greener – so if you think you could help, please contact 

your local library – see www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/libraries/
library-locations-and-opening-hours/

Cllr Dave Norman, cabinet member for libraries, said: “Borrowing 
books is better for the environment than buying them – so if you 
haven’t already, you can sign up free to your local library and take 
a look at the extensive range available.”

Living a low carbon lifestyle will help us work towards a Greener 
Gloucestershire. To find out more follow #GreenerGloucestershire 
on social media, visit Greener Gloucestershire– Gloucestershire 
County Council and sign up to receive updates via our Greener 
Gloucestershire newsletter.

HEDGES – handsome heroes?
Hedges can reduce the chance of extreme weather – and a lot more

From an article originally published by The Conversation
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Set in the beautiful village of Little Compton, bordering 
Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and Warwickshire, we are one of 
the oldest established and friendliest bowls clubs. We are proud 
of our reputation for welcoming members of all ages and levels of 
ability. Some of our younger players have represented England 
while others compete regularly for Warwickshire. Others enjoy the 
social aspect of bowling at club level against other clubs in the area.

During the last two years Little Compton Bowls Club have 
undertaken major improvements including new toilets, kitchen 
and bar and other internal furnishings, plus new changing rooms, 
a viewing area and external lighting. We have a new indoor 
multifunctional games table and short mat equipment which 
complement our existing pool table, darts board etc. 
As the social hub of Little Compton and surrounding areas we 
enjoy a full diary of events throughout the summer, bowling season 
AND the winter – serviced by a well-stocked bar.
These facilities were financed by club fundraising events, 
Crowdfunding, and grants from Sport England, the National 
Lottery and the Co-op.
So not only are we a bowls club, we are a social hub too catering 
for everyone, Summer or Winter.
> We know how daunting it can be walking into any well-established 
bowls club but we can guarantee you a very warm welcome and 
free coaching lessons.
Why not give us a try.

County Champions
Two teams entered the U9 County Team Championship – both 
teams finished top of their qualifying groups. Harry and Christo 
finished 3rd overall; Bertie and William were top and County 
Champions. A superb effort for such a small club. All four boys 
were taking regular county training sessions.
New Courts – Fundraising 
With increasing junior and senior membership  we are delighted 
to have planning permission for two new courts. We are actively 
fundraising – donations can be made at our Just Giving page or 
by emailing moretontennisclub@gmail.com
Junior Coaching
Our junior section goes from strength to strength under head 
coach Geoff Vaughan. Group coaching sessions for all age 
groups are on Tuesdays. If your child would like to give tennis a 
try please email Geoff at MoretonAces@hotmail.com
Adults
We currently have three men’s teams, two ladies’ teams and two 
mixed teams playing in the SWAS and the Stratford and District 
leagues. We also run a club box league for players who enjoy 
competitive singles matches.
We have three club nights a week where members can play 

socially. There are also social sessions held during the day. 
Tennis Camps 2022 email MoretonAces@hotmail.com
 Easter Camp (19th – 22nd April)
 Summer Camp 1 (1st - 5th August)
 Summer Camp 2 (15th - 19th August)
 October half term camp (24th - 28th October)
 Open Day on Sunday 24th April. 

Coaching, games and friendly competitions. Refreshments.
Come and give tennis a try!

Membership
If you are interested in finding out more or joining  

Moreton in Marsh Tennis Club please email  
mimtcmembership@gmail.com

MORETON ON MARSH BOWLING CLUB
Redesedale Place Pl, Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 0EF

On Saturday 12 December Father Christmas took time out from his 
busy schedule to present the trophies to the club’s 2021 winners.
The presentation took place during a happy Christmas get-
together organised by Trish Wainwright with the help of many 
other members of the club.

Competition Winners 2021 were announced at the A.G.M on 
Saturday 27th November 2021. 
Congratulations to all competition winners who were:
MEN’S 4 WOOD SINGLES  Vernon Rowledge
MEN’S 2 WOOD SINGLES  Clive Marcham
MEN’S PAIRS  Clive Marcham  &  Andy Cullington
FREDDIE WHEELER CUP  Martin Sparks
OPEN SINGLES  Vernon Rowledge
LADIES’ 2 WOOD SINGLES  Bev Timms
LADIES’ PAIRS  Margaret Grafton & Bev Timms
MIXED PAIRS  Hilary O’Callaghan & Steve Aldridge
MIXED TRIPLES Trish Wainwright, Charles Chapman 
 & Andy Cullington
WEDNESDAY CUP  
COMPETITION Ken Lamacraft

LOOK OUT FOR THE DATES OF THE  
CLUB’S 3 OPEN DAYS ! 

COME AND HAVE A GO!
OPENING DRIVE 23rd APRIL 2022

MORETON IN MARSH TENNIS CLUB
Batsford Road, Moreton in Marsh, GL56 9QA

LITTLE COMPTON BOWLS CLUB
1 Langston Terrace, Little Compton, Moreton-in-Marsh GL56 0SG

01608 642589   littlecomptonbowlsclub.co.uk
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Saturday 30th April 10am-1pm 
Plant Sale in Bridewell’s Vineyard  

(Walled garden not open)
Open Days: Sunday 15th May, Saturday 
18th & Sunday 19th June, Sunday 11th 

September 11am-4pm 
Visit the gardens and learn more about Bridewell’s 
work, gardening and working with nature to support 
people who have experienced serious mental ill 
health. There will be a pop-up café, plants and 
produce for sale. Dogs on leads are welcome. 
Entrance: suggested donation £5
Bridewell Gardens, The Walled Garden, Wilcote, 

Chipping Norton, OX7 3DT
Contact information: 01993 259059

THE ARTS SOCIETY BLOCKLEY 
 a lecture 

Sir Joshua Reynolds 
by Adam Busiakiewicz 

at 2.45pm on 21 March 2022 
in St George’s Hall, Blockley  
Please contact Elaine Parker  
(01386 840326) for booking guests  
(which is essential) and more details.  
www.theartssocietyblockley.org

THE ARTS SOCIETY BLOCKLEY 
 a lecture 

The Guggenheims 
by Andrew Hopkins 

at 2.45pm on 11 April 2022 
in St George’s Hall, Blockley  
Please contact Elaine Parker  
(01386 840326) for booking guests  
(which is essential) and more details.  
www.theartssocietyblockley.org
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Market	Days	
BOURTON	ON	THE	WATER	
Farmers’	Market		 	 4th	Sunday,	9.30–1300	
CHARLBURY	
Farmers’	Market		 	 13	June,	12	September,	12	December	

Playing	Close,	Charlbury	OX7	3RJ	(9-1pm)	
CHIPPING	CAMPDEN	
Country	Market		 	 every	Friday,	9–11am	(except	January)	
CHIPPING	NORTON	
Farmers’	Market		 	 3rd	Saturday,	monthly	from	8.30am	
Country	Market		 	 every	Saturday	8.45–11am	Lower	Town	Hall	

(with	Farmer’s	Market	on	3rd	Saturday)	
Weekly	Market	every	Wednesday	

GREAT	ROLLRIGHT	
Village	Market		 	 last	Saturday	monthly	(except	December)	
KINGHAM	
Farmer’s	Market		 	 21	June,	20	Sept,	13	December	
MORETON-IN-MARSH	
Weekly	Market	 	 	every	Tuesday,	9–3.30pm		
Country	Market	 	 every	Thursday,	9.30–12noon	in	W	I	Hall	
Farmer’s	and	Craft	Market		 1st	Sunday	(except	12	July)	09.30-2pm	approx	
NORTHLEACH		 	 every	Wednesday,	8.30–3.30pm	

STOW	ON	THE	WOLD	
Farmer’s	Market		 	 2nd	Thursday,	9am–1pm	

STRIPES	

 
30/4, 1/5, 2/5  
8th  Lechlade Annual Vintage Rally & Country Show 
Langley Farm. Clanfield, Bampton  OX18 2RZ 
https://lechladecollectorsclub.co.uk/  
Adult £5.00 Seniors £3.00   Children free  
 

 
 

 
 

March 2022 
11/3 11/3  7.30 p.m.   Rissingtons Local History Society  

“William Morris and the car industry in Oxford”  
a talk by Alastair Lack - an Oxford Guide.    
Upper Rissington Village Hall GL54 2QW. 
Visitors welcome £3.50  Refreshments included.  
Enquiries 01451 820233  information.RLHS@gmail.com 
 
15/3  7.30 p.m.  An evening with Stephen Venables 
Mountaineer, writer, broadcaster and public speaker.  
First Briton to climb Everest without supplementary oxygen in 
1988, reaching the summit alone, after climbing with a small 
American-Canadian team by a new route up the Kangshung Face.   
Cheltenham Town Hall   £20   01242 528764 
 
21/3  2.45 p.m. The Arts Society Blockley 
Sir Joshua Reynolds – a lecture by Adam Busiakiewicz. 
St George’s Hall, Blockley 
Please contact Elaine Parker (01386 840326) for booking 
guests (which is essential) and more details. 
www.theartssocietyblockley.org  
 
23/3 10 a.m. Bourton and District U3A Monthly Meeting 
British Legion Hall, Bourton-on-the-Water  
Refreshments will be available and a social morning will be 
held. £2  
 
25/3  2.30 p.m.   Rissingtons Local History Society  
"RAF Brize Norton - over 80yrs of flying operations."  
a talk by Trevor Jackson - rebooked from 18th February.  
Upper Rissington Village Hall GL54 2QW.  
Visitors welcome £3.50 Refreshments included.  
Enquiries 01451820233  information.RLHS@gmail.com 
 

April 2022 
09/4  7.00 p.m.  Burford Singers: Bach St John Passion     
Cirencester Parish Church	
Tickets £25 (reserved) and £15 (unreserved) 
Online booking to 8 April 2022 (Booking fee applies)  available	
at https://www.burfordsingers.org.uk/buy-tickets/ 
Booking in person (unreserved tickets only) to 8th April from 
The Madhatter Bookshop, 122 High Street, Burford OX18 4QJ and 
Cirencester Visitor Information Centre, Corinium Museum, Park 
Street, Cirencester GL7 2BX and on the door. 
 
11/4  2.45 p.m.  The Arts Society Blockley 
The Guggenheims -  a lecture by Andrew Hopkins. 
St George’s Hall, Blockley 
Please contact Elaine Parker (01386 840326) for booking 
guests (which is essential) and more details. 
www.theartssocietyblockley.org 
 
21-24/4 Chipping Norton Literary Festival 
Includes author readings, writing workshops, cookery 
demos and a lively children’s Festival. This year it features 
Booker Prize winner Douglas Stuart, Costa Novel winner Claire 
Fuller, plus Louis de Bernières, Monica Ali, Tessa Hadley, Adam 
Kay, Charlie Higson, Nina Stibbe, and Abir Mukherjee.  
www.chiplitfest.com 
 
30/4 Plant Sale – Bridewell Gardens 
Plants for sale in Bridewell’s Vineyard (Walled Garden not 
open).  
Wilcote, Chipping Norton, OX7 3DT 
https://www.bridewellgardens.co.uk/  01993 259059 
 
 

 
	

1/12	 Anything	Goes	at	The	Theatre,	Chipping	Norton	show of 
the year and a ‘fizzing tonic for our times TICKETS £15  

On Sale:  20th Oct, 11am Admin: 01608 642349 Box 
Office: 01608 642350 
 

COURT BARN, Church Street, Chipping Campden,  
PHONE +44 (0)1386 841951 admin@courtbarn.org.uk 
OPENING HOURS April – September Tuesday – 
Sunday 10am – 5pm October – January Tuesday – 
Sunday 10am – 4pm Closed on Mondays (excluding 
Bank Holiday) 
 

ODDINGTON Village Coffee Morning every 1st Saturday of 
the month 
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